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Welcome Home! 

Welcome to worship at Christ Episcopal Church. If this is your first time with us, we invite you to complete a 
visitor’s form. Our website provides up to date information about our vibrant church: 

www.christchurchcolumbia.org. 

This bulletin contains all you need to join us in worship, everyone is welcome to receive communion at God’s 
table, and the clergy are happy to speak with you at any time. 

Sunday, June 21, 2026 | Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – FATHER’S DAY &  
REFUGEE SUNDAY 

 

http://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/
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PRELUDE|  
 

OPENING HYMN 718| God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand    National hymn 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION| 

Celebrant: Blessed by God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY| 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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     GLORIA S280 | Glory to God  Robert Powell  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY| 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and 
govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people may be seated. 

THE FIRST LESSON | Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 Reader: A reading from Jeremiah.   

    
O Lord, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 
you have overpowered me, 
 and you have prevailed. 
 
I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
 everyone mocks me. 
 
For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
 I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" 
 
For the word of the Lord has become for me 
 a reproach and derision all day long. 
 
If I say, "I will not mention him, 
 or speak any more in his name," 
 
then within me there is something like a burning fire 
 shut up in my bones; 
 
I am weary with holding it in, 
 and I cannot. 
 
For I hear many whispering: 
 "Terror is all around! 
 
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" 
 All my close friends 
 are watching for me to stumble. 
 
"Perhaps he can be enticed, 
 and we can prevail against him, 
 and take our revenge on him." 
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But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; 
 therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
 and they will not prevail. 
 
They will be greatly shamed, 
 for they will not succeed. 
 
Their eternal dishonor 
 will never be forgotten. 
 
O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, 
 you see the heart and the mind; 
 
let me see your retribution upon them, 
 for to you I have committed my cause. 
 
Sing to the Lord; 
 praise the Lord! 
 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
 from the hands of evildoers. 
 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The following psalm is read responsively by half-verse. 
 

THE PSALM      
Psalm 69: 8-11, (12-17), 18-20| Salvum me fac 
        

Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * 
and shame has covered my face. 

 
I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * 

an alien to my mother's children. 
 
Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 

the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 
I humbled myself with fasting, * 

but that was turned to my reproach. 
 
I put on sack-cloth also, * 

and became a byword among them. 
 
Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, * 

and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 
But as for me, this is my prayer to you, * 

at the time you have set, O Lord: 
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"In your great mercy, O God, * 
answer me with your unfailing help. 

 
Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; * 

let me be rescued from those who hate me 
and out of the deep waters. 

 
Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, 

neither let the deep swallow me up; * 
do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 

 
Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; * 

in your great compassion, turn to me.' 
 
"Hide not your face from your servant; * 

be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
 
Draw near to me and redeem me; * 

because of my enemies deliver me. 
 
 
 
THE EPISTLE | Romans 6:1b-11   10:30 a.m. service          

Reader:           A reading from Romans.                

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might 
no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The people stand as able. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 213 | Children of the Heavenly Father    Swedish folk melody 
 

 
 
THE GOSPEL | Matthew 10:24-39         
        

  Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough 
for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 

 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 

 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 
but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

 

(continued) 
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“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

Celebrant:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 
HYMN | Lead Me, Lord Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

 
 

The people may be seated at the invitation of the preacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON | Ann Barnes, parishioner 
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The people stand as able. 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED | 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE |          
                   

Lord, we give thanks for all who are worshiping with us today, either on our beautiful Christ Church 

campus or by streaming the service in their homes. Today, we honor the Fathers, Grandfathers, Godfathers 

and people who served as important father figures to others. We are so grateful for their love and care. We 

also extend a warm welcome to those who have not worshipped with us before and invite you to get to 

know us and our ministries.  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

We recently commemorated Juneteenth, 161 years since the Emancipation Proclamation was read to 

enslaved African Americans in Texas.  We renounce the sins of racism and bigotry and give thanks for all 

who have worked for equal rights, equal justice and equal opportunities from that day to the present, often 

in the face of danger.  Jesus told his disciples not to fear those who malign them and to proclaim the truth 

from the housetops.  May our faith remain strong to enable us to stand up for what is right, knowing that 

Christ is with us.  May empathy and compassion replace bias and hostility so that justice prevails for every 

living being.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for understanding between the branches of your global church and amongst all of its members.  In 

the Anglican cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for the Church of South India United In the Diocese of 

Maryland, we pray for: St. Andrew the Fisherman, Mayo, St. Luke’s, Eastport, and St Margaret’s, Annapolis.  

We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Sean; our Diocesan Bishop Carrie; our rector, Emmanuel; Clergy; 

Richard &  Marcia, and Seminarian, Yehinuel. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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We seek healing for those throughout the world.  Within our own parish, we pray for  Ashley, Kimberly, 

Lisa, Rita, Jim, Kaci, MaryAnn, Alta, Mark, Brandon, Clarence, Diane, Mildred, Kayode, Rachan & Sherry 

and those you now name.  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

We pray for those who have departed this life, especially Nell Boynton  May their souls rest in peace.  We 

pray that all who grieve within our parish and beyond can find comfort in your loving kindness.  Lord, hear 

our prayer.  

 

We are grateful for the happy occasions that members of the Christ Church family celebrate this week:  

birthdays of Yaa, Gina, Mathew, Rachelle & Nancy, wedding anniversaries of Don & Carolann Sawyer, John 

& Tanis Hadley, David & Barbara Griggs and baptismal anniversary of Janelee.   Thank you for the joy that 

their birthdays, baptisms and marriages brought to them and to those who love them.  Lord, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Lord, we are grateful to have been drawn to our multi-racial, multi-cultural Christ Church.  We know that 

more work is needed in our nation in reconciliation for past injustices and prevention of additional harm.  

May we use our unique opportunity as members of this parish and the Episcopal Church to seek 

understanding and healing for all..  AMEN 

 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION | 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
THE PEACE | 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS | 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 558|  Faith of Our Fathers    St. Catherine        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESENTATION HYMN 380 vs 3|                                                                                     Old 100th 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

       

 

 
 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A | 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true 
promise, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and 
to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and 
giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to 
all nations. 

 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All:   Christ has died. 
   Christ has risen. 
   Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER | 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on  
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD | 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM LEVAS 270| Lamb of God    Marjorie Landsmark-DeLewis 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN LEVAS 189| Great Is Thy Faithfulness  Chisholm/Runyan 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER | 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All:    Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC VISITORS’ PRAYER | 8 & 10:30 a.m. service 

 
 Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these gifts that those to whom you 

go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
 People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. 
 

 
THE BLESSING | 

The Celebrant offers a blessing, and the People respond Amen. 
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      CLOSING HYMN LEVAS 217| He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands  Traditional spiritual 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL | 

The Celebrant dismisses the people who respond: 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE |  
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Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Altar Guild 
Cheryl Lucente, Leigh Smith, Pamela Foreman, Sandra Griffin 

 

8:00 a.m. Service 
Chalicist: Joan Harvey 

Lector/Reader: Joan Harvey 
Usher: Jo Emily Knox 

 
10:30 a.m. Service 

Acolytes: Lucinda Hart, Ava Fox, Aston Fox 
Chalicist: Ivy Amponsah 

Lector/Reader: Cheryl Lucente 
Ushers: Cherry Williams, Isaac Olajide, Yetti Lipede, Jane Adams, Betty Dagne, Alex Amponsah 

 

Tellers 
Catherine Mille, Lisa Taitt-Wynter 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMISSIONS| New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer, 1928 and 1979, Church Publishing. Public Domain | Music and texts under copyright are reprinted 
and broadcast by permission under OneLicense.net #A-701378 | 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
JUNE 21 – 27, 2026 

 
Sunday, June 21 
All Day   Father’s Day 
8:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am   Family Service 
8:45 – 9:30 am  Coffee Hour – New Brick, LL  
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist w/music – New Brick, UL 
11:00 – 11:30 am Coffee Hour - Zoom  
12:00 – 6:00 pm VBS Setup – Old Brick, Parish Hall & NB 
12:30 – 5:30 pm Tabernacle of David – Old Brick & Parish Hall, LL 
4:30 – 7:30 pm Total Restoration Church – Old Brick & Parish Hall, LL 
 
Monday, June 22 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm VBS & Choir Camp (Day 1/5) 
6:00 – 8:30 pm  Food Addicts Anonymous – Parish Hall, LL 
7:00 – 8:00 pm  Centering Prayer – Old Brick & Zoom 
7:00 – 8:00 pm  Refugee Leadership Meeting – Zoom 
 

 
Tuesday, June 23 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm VBS & Choir Camp (Day 21/5) 
11:00 am– 12:00 pm Weekly Staff Meeting  
12:00 – 1:00 pm Coffee Hour - Zoom  
6:00 – 8:00 pm  Vestry Meeting – New Brick, LL  
7:30 – 9:00 pm  CEC Book Club – Zoom  

 
Wednesday, June 24 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm VBS & Choir Camp (Day 3/5) 
 
Thursday, June 25 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm VBS & Choir Camp (Day 4/5) 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Healing Eucharist – Old Brick 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Coffee Hour – Zoom 
6:30 – 9:00 pm Education for Ministry (EfM): Fast Track – Zoom  
7:30 – 9:00 pm  Boy Scouts – New Brick, LL 
 
Friday, June 26 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm VBS & Choir Camp (Day 51/5) 
7:00 – 9:00 pm  Friday Faith Film: DO YOU BELIEVE? – Parish Hall, LL  
7:00 pm  Evening Prayer Livestream 
 
Saturday, June 27 
9:30 – 11:30 am  MOCC Breakfast – Silver Diner, Elkridge 
1:00 – 4:00 pm  AA Group Picnic – Parish Hall 
3:30 – 4:30 pm  Altar Guild prep 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you have an announcement to share with the church, 
Please send to communications@christchurchcolumbia.org by Tuesday evening. 

 

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS & LINKS 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Deacon Mike Looney is Being Ordained! - June 27 
Our former seminarian (and now Deacon), Michael Looney, was an active member of Christ Church in his time here, and his 
work continues to be appreciated - Mike founded the Center for Spiritual Nourishment at Christ Church a few years ago, 
an event that still gathers on the second Saturday of each month (and you are truly missing out if you haven't been!).  
 

He has recently graduated from The General Theological Seminary as a member of their first hybrid cohort, and now it’s 
time for the big day - he is excited to invite you all to the upcoming ordination to the priesthood!  We hope you can attend 
in person or virtually to celebrate with him as he will be ordained to the priesthood on Saturday, June 27, at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Incarnation in Baltimore.  If you cannot make it, you can watch the service online; the ordination will be 
livestreamed here.  If you would like to contact Mike, please email him at getlooney@gmail.com.  
 

Celebrate Rev. Yehinuel Odidi's Year of Service at Christ Church - June 28 
We are sad to say that our seminarian, Yehinuel Odidi, has concluded his year of service at Christ Church and will be moving 
on, but we are very excited to see where he may go from here! Yehi has been an integral part of our common life, especially 
with the younger members of our parish, and for that, we are truly grateful. Please join us for a celebration of his time here 
with a lunch party in the Great Hall after the 10:30 worship on Sunday, June 28th. And if you would like to contribute towards 
a gift for Yehi, you can do so via Realm and write "Yehi" in the memo line. We will present the gift to him at the luncheon. 
 

Crab Feast - An Annual FWF Extravaganza! - July 1 
The most anticipated First Wednesday Fellowship of the year comes in July, so get your crab-eatin' bibs ready! On Wednesday, 
July 1, at 6 p.m., we'll host our annual Crab Feast just outside the Great Hall of New Brick, and everyone is invited, no matter 
what your age is! 
 

The cost is: 
• $30 for 6 crabs 
• $20 for a stocked plate of juicy BBQ 
• $45 for a combo plate (BBQ & crab) 
• BYOB 

 

Please note that you MUST pre-order, as this is a catered event! Orders are due by June 21, and you can pay via Realm 
(write "Crab/BBQ" in the memo line), check, or cash. The BBQ menu will include ribs, smoked chicken, potato salad, baked 
beans, cole slaw, hot dogs, and corn on the cob. 
 

Small Delusions Returns - July 11 
You know 'em... now you can sing and dance to them - Christ Church's favorite supergroup, Small Delusions (Jan, JB, and 
Shannon - with special guest Meghan Pruitt!), is delighted to announce their next gig in the warm confines of the New Brick 
sanctuary. 
 

In just a few weeks - July 11 at 1:00 p.m. - gather as they play all the memorable classics, and maybe even take a few requests. 
Heck, even bring your dancing shoes if you feel like it! Definitely consider bringing a small dish or refreshments to 
share. Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

Interested in Learning About EfM? This Might Be Your Chance to Join this Rewarding Program 
Education for Ministry at Christ Church (EfM) is a rewarding long-term program, a unique, small-group series based on study 
and practice in theological reflection, helping participants discover and nurture their call to Christian service. The first few 
years of EfM at Christ Church have been extremely insightful for its participants, many of whom have experienced unexpected 

mailto:communications@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/spiritual-nourishment
http://bit.ly/edomlive
http://bit.ly/edomlive
mailto:getlooney@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/christchurchcolumbia/give/parishlife
https://onrealm.org/christchurchcolumbia/give/parishlife
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yet beautifully transformative experiences while gaining friendships with others in the study group.  
 

Starting now, they're opening a few extra participant spots for next season for both sessions, which begin towards the end of 
this summer. Even if you're currently unsure whether it's the right fit for you, now is the time to ask questions and learn as 
much as you can from its current participants, so you can make an informed and prayerful decision. Learn more by visiting 
www.christchurchcolumbia.org/efm, and by speaking with Mother Marcia Davenport at church. 
 

Centering Prayer - Mondays 
Centering Prayer is a special evening prayer gathering that can help lead to a more intimate union with God. This active 
presence heals, transforms, and offers freedom and peace. Be with us in Old Brick or online via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
evenings. You can also ask for more information by speaking with Kathy Lyon at church or by 
emailing centering@christchurchcolumbia.org. 
 

Noonday Healing Eucharist - Thursdays 
Throughout the year, Christ Church offers a midday Healing Eucharist on Thursdays in Old Brick. A member of our clergy 
leads this service of readings, prayers, a litany for healing, and the Holy Eucharist. Parishioners and community members are 
all welcome to join in a prayerful time in the presence of God, and to share in the wonderful mystery of God’s love whilst we 
seek healing for ourselves and our loved ones. Please come in to reflect, pray, and participate in a service held in our beautiful, 
historic chapel. 
 

Learn More About Your Parish - Read the Monthly Vestry Meeting Minutes 
To help provide complete transparency with our parish family, we have decided to provide the minutes from each monthly 
meeting of the Christ Church Vestry. You can read a PDF of the latest Vestry meeting minutes here. If you have any 
questions or wish to discuss something with a Vestry member, please stop by the Vestry Table at church on any Sunday 
morning. 
 

Provide Eucharist to Those Unable to Travel to Church as a Lay Eucharistic Visitor 
This year, we have had more people request Communion to You, a service Christ Church provides to bring Eucharist to 
homebound parishioners. To fulfill this need, we require a few more Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEV). If you're interested in 
helping with this vital ministry, please speak with Kathy Lyon at church or contact the Church Office. And if you require this 
service for yourself or someone you know, please fill out this brief form, or call the Church Office. We will ensure that 
Communion gets there. 
 

We Need More Help at Christ Church! 
There are many roles in the church that most people don’t think of regularly – or at all. However, the truth is that it requires 
a great deal of work by many people to keep Christ Church the well-run parish that it is. You can help your church by 
volunteering to be a Reader, Chalicist, Teller, the Inreach Ministry, or by assisting the Christ Church Altar Guild. None of 
these requires weekly assistance - both only require a short amount of time every few weeks or so, but the impact you have 
on the entire parish is significant. For those specifically interested in the Altar Guild, please 
email altarguild@christchurchcolumbia.org or speak with Pam Foreman or any other Altar Guild member setting up on 
Sunday mornings. If you want to know more about the Inreach Ministry, please speak with Michon Semon at church, 
complete the brief form at cecevents.org/Inreach, or email us at inreach@christchurchcolumbia.org, and we will get 
you started. For those interested in assisting as a Reader, Chalicist, or Teller, please call the Church Office 
at office@christchurchcolumbia.org or speak with Yetti. 
 

Grassroots Says ‘Thank You,’ Honors Its Volunteers at an Annual Luncheon 
Volunteers make the world a better place, doing God’s work one hour or one casserole at a time. Last week, Grassroots 
Crisis Intervention Center held its third annual volunteers’ appreciation luncheon at The Meeting House in Oakland Mills. 
Christ Church was represented by Shahra and George Toth, Eddie Keels, Jan DeBoissiere, and Patricia Fanning, who 
participate each month in providing meals to the homeless. Jo Emily Knox also attended as part of an organization that 
supports residents of the Grassroots Emergency Shelter. 
 

https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgPMMjXisk5AH54R02cvtrJJW1PjGA0OYvIw0WjaC3D2U5kDgIXkI04XpF-Sk8E1z8-aEJ18mfUdm8YurTT8VKLS-K9fgMqgl3Gih-HCr8yFkUrVcQuCwY3zSjnBmaB-3GlSHVagSuomWce_gCRnJU2orfLFO_gMl53xE1kC9Jw=&c=dFtFTQa8Ja6S21yfAd3Z7Xnseg8TABomxVVrpcTOlLwMp6eFtllDBw==&ch=vUAkPO3yxdLE-29VF8DI_3N7evXkS4Btn3EGRylYTFVV3hxL4BK9WA==
mailto:centering@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/18e75e88-278a-48d1-a787-1be8c6e7769c.pdf
https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bj5DehVnPjcbLEfmId2c-MaoIAmPjNslxZ4oU2o6-JY4avfzLMOQ41GiTN0ldRKV7QLTTE-bLqEyViSfiMTFjON9vsi7JuI6F_SAAspwhwlzVL5QEUk7JWSa0Gluymqkqj5AttFtLPNPDGvxbbbliaNy0aiDac-cNS9jPOmqH10=&c=_tvTixAWyGCrK_YTJIXMTFp6bh-n71IAg3es61Oha6XNK4AncOXUIg==&ch=WwU4oVFe6aQ1DmmBPm7wIORwfRFU5sgWv613Crtyz1WzeZawEM2haQ==
https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bj5DehVnPjcbLEfmId2c-MaoIAmPjNslxZ4oU2o6-JY4avfzLMOQ41GiTN0ldRKV7QLTTE-bLqEyViSfiMTFjON9vsi7JuI6F_SAAspwhwlzVL5QEUk7JWSa0Gluymqkqj5AttFtLPNPDGvxbbbliaNy0aiDac-c1LzjqkoFEL4=&c=_tvTixAWyGCrK_YTJIXMTFp6bh-n71IAg3es61Oha6XNK4AncOXUIg==&ch=WwU4oVFe6aQ1DmmBPm7wIORwfRFU5sgWv613Crtyz1WzeZawEM2haQ==
mailto:altarguild@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bj5DehVnPjcbLEfmId2c-MaoIAmPjNslxZ4oU2o6-JY4avfzLMOQ44K2fGeY3OL4X-AKpjOA7hPTXVm_isb6AUfzUt5s-gXY4m5DK5ny1jo0DOzURk9rmHw0djEfZ5QqrkO_7jkmuJyOyjHar3dBoeq0kH5oDfqu&c=_tvTixAWyGCrK_YTJIXMTFp6bh-n71IAg3es61Oha6XNK4AncOXUIg==&ch=WwU4oVFe6aQ1DmmBPm7wIORwfRFU5sgWv613Crtyz1WzeZawEM2haQ==
mailto:inreach@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/d3f0bd20-1128-4b13-95fd-1ebe89f6a7f1
https://www.grassrootscrisis.org/
https://www.grassrootscrisis.org/


21  

This week, Grassroots posted its thanks to all of its many volunteers, whose numbers increased from last year. In 2025, 1,232 
volunteers gave 10,551 hours of service across its emergency shelter, crisis center, Cold Weather Shelter and Day Resource 
Center (DRC). That compares with 822 volunteers who gave 8,423 hours of service the year before. 
 

“Our volunteers have been at the heart of Grassroots since day one, more than 57 years ago. Our clients look for these special 
people when they visit each day, and they truly make a profound impact on their lives,” Grassroots posted on its Facebook 
page. 
 

Shahra leads our meals team, which next serves a hot midday meal at the Day Resource Center (DRC) on Monday, July 13. 
To participate, go to the DRC online signup form for details on serving in person and/or providing a side dish, fruit or 
desserts. On the same day, other parishioners bring hot and cold side dishes for the evening meal at emergency shelter, whose 
staff serves it. Get details on the Grassroots online signup form. 
 

Our struggling neighbors also turn to DRC’s pantry to make ends meet. There they can get free necessities as well as non-
perishable groceries. In response to a DRC request, the Outreach Commission at its June meeting approved spending $220 
for a total of 140 pairs of men’s underwear. These were purchased with funds donated to the church by parishioners who 
give to “General Outreach.” A hearty thanks! 
 

You, too, can pitch in by shopping for the pantry at the DRC and Grassroots’ two other sites. We welcome in-kind donations 
of items such as hearty soups and fruit cups to be dropped off ahead of time in the Parish Hall kitchen for delivery on the 
second Monday of each month. Find Grassroots’ monthly needs list on our signups under “Related Files.” 
 

The Women of Christ Church (WOCC) also supports Grassroots through its ongoing “Home Sweet Home” project to 
help people make a fresh start when they find a new home. In collaboration with the staff of the DRC and emergency shelter, 
a family exiting Grassroots’ care receives a housewarming kit of kitchen and bath essentials. 
 

Do You Have a Green Thumb? Help Columbia Community Care to Tend Its Garden Plot at 
Freetown Farm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
Columbia Community Care (CCC) invites volunteers to help cultivate its garden plot at Freetown Farm, 8000 Harriet 
Tubman Lane, Columbia, Md., 21044, in partnership with Community Ecology Institute (CEI). 
  

Volunteers are encouraged to sign up in advance for slots on Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m., on Thursdays from 4 to 6 p.m., 
and on Saturdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Go online to this CEI signup form to register for a slot, and choose “general volunteer” 
under “group.” 
  

CCC encourages both novice and experienced gardeners to help “plant, weed, and maintain this source of fresh, nutritious 
food for local Howard County families.” 
 

Bring Items for FISH/CCC, and Consider Volunteering to Take Calls from Home 
FISH and Columbia Community Care (CCC) partnered last year and merged pantries. CCC continues to hand out food 
at three sites on Saturday mornings and by home delivery to Howard County residents. For information, visit Get Help 
online. For updates on community services such as youth programs, check CCC’s Facebook page.  
 

FISH continues to pick up donated goods from Christ Church and others. Please put non-perishable food and personal care 
products in the altar basket or in a bin just inside the Parish Hall. Look for a combo label “FISH/CCC”. Please bring baby 
wipes and diapers, especially large sizes.  
 

FISH will continue to provide telephone support to Howard County residents, offering guidance and financial assistance 
because the personal touch is very important when people are in crisis. For information, ask parishioner and FISH treasurer 
Andy DeLong or email him at andydelong.fish@gmail.com.  
 

You could be the one to lend a helping hand by lending an ear! As a phone volunteer, you can help from your home by giving 
just one day a month to assist those who could benefit from financial assistance from FISH. Training is provided. Thank you! 
 

School is Over, and the Kindness Pantry at LEMS Concludes a Very Successful First Year of 
Outreach 
Tomorrow is the last day of school for the students at LEMS, so today was the last Food Pantry for the school year. There 

https://www.facebook.com/GrassrootsCrisis/
https://www.facebook.com/GrassrootsCrisis/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4aaaac2aa5f85-cecdrcmeals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4aaaac2aa5f85-cecgrassrootsmeal
https://grassrootscrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Current-Needs-List-April-2026.pdf
https://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/wocc
https://columbiacommunitycare.org/
https://www.communityecologyinstitute.org/
https://app.betterimpact.com/PublicOrganization/d60ecac7-da78-4e01-a208-84089116509b/1?fbclid=IwY2xjawSVbylleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE1S1Z0UXJwZkhCalA4Qk9Dc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnDqnY3Jt1h-HVR5NI0T0lwjFM6thlTc4C4cSf4VgCWZYPqR0me3biXcOPjs_aem_gw6-0q7tTHwAGP2-Xrtr7Q
https://fishhowardcounty.org/
https://columbiacommunitycare.org/
https://columbiacommunitycare.org/get-help/
https://columbiacommunitycare.org/get-help/
https://columbiacommunitycare.org/what-we-do/youth/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/807588256400584/
mailto:andydelong.fish@gmail.com
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were so many parents coming to pick up their children and pick up food that it was hard to find a parking space. 
 

We had 100 boxes filled with eggs, yogurt, greens, black raspberries, ground turkey, and other fresh fruits and vegetables from 
the Roving Radish to distribute. In addition, the staff decided to empty the Kindness Pantry for the year, so families were 
able to pick up canned goods and household items as well. You might recognize some of your contributions on the photos 
attached. The parents filled out a digital survey to help the staff better understand what types items the families were most 
likely to need and use.   
 

Thanks so much to Jenny Cecil, Jan DeBoissiere and Sara Kirkpatrick for being there today to assist the families. It took less 
than an hour for all the food and household goods to be claimed. As always, people were very appreciative and left with 
smiles on their faces.  
 

Thanks to Sara Kirkpatrick for working in a math classroom during the past year with students whose levels needed a little 
lift! And thanks to Jan for working in the cafeteria with all those hungry, active students. Jan also helped with the set for High 
School Musical. 
 

And thanks to all of you for keeping the Kindness Pantry well stocked. It's empty now, so you'll be hearing from us again in 
the fall. You'll also be hearing from us this summer about how you can help both students and teachers with supplies for the 
2026-2027 school year.   
 

Jesus told Peter, "Feed my sheep." That continues to be our task today - to feed our brothers and sisters physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. Thank you for being integrally involved in that work. 
 

Jenny Cecil, Jan DeBoissiere, Sara Kirkpatrick, and Cathy Whittaker - LEMS Committee 
 

Home of Our Own Howard is Having a Yard Sale at CEC - June 27 
Home Of Our Own Howard (HOOO), Howard County’s local furniture bank for individuals and families in need, is 
holding a yard sale at Christ Episcopal Church. All funds raised will support our clients who are moving into a home after 
experiencing a crisis. The yard sale is on June 27, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., rain (Parish Hall lower level) or shine (outside on the lawn).  
 

We hope you can support their cause by finding treasures at the sale. There will be a wide variety of items at great prices, 
including small appliances, linens, curtains, dishware, glassware, kitchenware, artwork, and home décor. 100% of proceeds go 
directly toward helping neighbors in need fill their empty homes. The majority of the items are priced between $1 and $ 5. 
 

HOOO provides furniture and essential household goods to Howard County residents facing hardship. Most items are 
generously donated by community members — keeping quality goods out of landfills and putting them into the hands of 
families starting over. When HOOO receives donated items that aren't suitable for direct distribution, they're sold to raise 
funds that support the same mission. Every dollar stays local. Every purchase helps a family in need create a safe, functioning 
home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In general, if you have suggestions about ways to help the community, if you want to get 
involved, or if you need assistance, email Christ Church Outreach at 

outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org. Your help is welcomed and appreciated. Thank you. 

https://www.facebook.com/HOOOHoward/
https://fishhowardcounty.org/
mailto:outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org
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OUR 

HISTORY TEASERS 
 

In anticipation of our monumental 300th Anniversary Celebration in 2027, the Communications 
and History/Race & Slavery arms of the 300th Anniversary committees began sharing insightful 
History Teasers with the parish. These Teasers started earlier in the spring with a few wonderful 

bits about Rev. Richard Henry Waters, followed by The Role of a Vestryman during the Early 
Years. These bite-sized glimpses into our rich past are designed to drum up interest, spark 

curiosity, and reconnect us with the generations who built and nurtured Christ Church over the 
centuries. By reflecting on where we've been, as well as our many achievements - both positive 
and negative - we can better appreciate where we are today and look forward to celebrating this 

incredible three-century milestone together as a parish family. 
 

As we reflect on the remarkable 300-year legacy of Christ Church, we recognize that our history is 
a complex tapestry woven with both moments of profound faith and seasons of deep brokenness, 

including our county and parish's historical ties to the institution of slavery. To truly—as our 
slogan above says—learn from our past and live into our future, we must have the courage to 

explore and understand all sides of our story—both our celebratory achievements and our painful 
truths. We gracefully invite you to join us on this vital journey of discovery, reflection, and 
learning by exploring the historical events and the documents and resources compiled by 

History/Race & Slavery Committee member David James here. 
 

A heartfelt thank you to the History/Race & Slavery Committee for the extensive and incredibly 
deep research you are undertaking here, and to the other wonderful committees for your hard 

work, both in the past and the work to come this year. If you are not on a committee but would 
like to help, please email us - 300@christchurchcolumbia.org. 

 

THANK YOU. 

https://ibb.co/j9Pn37Md
https://ibb.co/j9Pn37Md
https://ibb.co/j9Pn37Md
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/0617f6f3-4062-45ea-9046-57c15403a23c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/0617f6f3-4062-45ea-9046-57c15403a23c.pdf
mailto:300@christchurchcolumbia.org


24  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Christ Episcopal Church                                                                                  The Rev. Emmanuel Ato Mercer, Rector 
6800 Oakland Mills Road                               The Rev. Marcia Davenport, Associate Rector for Children and Family Ministries 
Columbia, MD 21045                                                                                     The Rev. Richard Ginnever, Rector Emeritus 
(410) 381-9365                                                                                             The Rev. Yehinuel Odidi, Seminarian Associate 
www.christchurchcolumbia.org                                                                       Larissa Sanders, Director of Music Ministry 
office@christchurchcolumbia.org                                                                              Ola Oladipupo, Assistant Organist 
               Yetti Lipede, Parish Administrator & Ministry Coordinator 
                                                                                                                Diya Jackson, Office & Youth Ministry Coordinator 

                                                                                                         Christopher Pouch, Communications Administrator 
                                                                                                              Amanda Kirkpatrick, Nursery Care Coordinator 

                                                                                    Shereen Benka-Coker, Nursery Care Assistant  
   John Prempeh Sencherey, Sexton 

 
Vestry 

• Denisa Abdallah (Senior Warden) • Greg Schuckman (Junior Warden) •Andrew Eaton (Treasurer) • Ron Couch (Registrar)  
• Shreya Chrzanowski (Youth Liaison) Diane Phillips-LaGuerre • Ronald Baran • George Toth • Sara Kirkpatrick  

• Ed Chrzanowski • Kathy Simms • Jay Abbott• David James • Katie Adams • Jim Berkson 

http://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/
mailto:office@christchurchcolumbia.org

