
         WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
                                               Sunday, January 25, 2026 

 

 

This is a life-long journey for each of us.  Here are some ideas we have so you 

can continue the work.  And feel free to share your information with us!! 

 

A. Interested in attending a Sacred Ground Course here 

at Christ Church, or on Zoom? 

Email Jan DeBoissiere jdeboissiere@gmail.com or Kathy Simms 

katsimms@gmail.com 

SACRED GROUND CIRCLE – A nationwide Episcopal approach to study of the 

race-related history and events with an eye toward building a more beloved 

community.  Maryland Diocese Truth and Reconciliation Commission oversees 

this here in Maryland. 

B. The Diocese of Maryland for the Episcopal Church has 

many offerings of seminars, videos, worship services, courses to help us 

understand and reconcile the dividing issues in our lives.  Go the Diocesan 

website (www.episcopalmaryland.org) and explore the calendar or search 

with terms like:  “sacred ground” “beloved community” ‘truth and 

reconciliation”. 

 

C. Sign Up for Emails from the diocese so you get notifications of 

events/workshops, etc. (www.episcopalmaryland.org) 

 
 

D. Join the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  They 

currently meet monthly on Thursday nights. 

 

E. Books 

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 

Waking Up White by Debby Irving 

James by Percival Everett 

All That She Carried by Tiya Miles 

mailto:jdeboissiere@gmail.com
mailto:katsimms@gmail.com
http://www.episcopalmaryland.org/
http://www.episcopalmaryland.org/


Sundown Towns by James W. Loewen 

Beyond the Messy Truth by Van Jones 

 

F. Videos 
 

The Power of Illusions Episodes 1-3 

Episode 1 - The Difference Between Us (57 mins) - https://youtu.be/V2JgVhL5-QE 

Episode 2 - The Story We Tell (57 mins) - https://youtu.be/exX7zp2ccgI 

Episode 3 - The House we Live In (57 mins) - https://youtu.be/KXl8zaNSE1U 

Reconstruction: America After the Civil War - (Playlist of 4 videos, each approx. one 

hour) 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8eJ1Ooo2cWfn1-8ee8ZEX6cZ8FC17Ix1 

13th - (100 mins feature film) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8 

Where Do We Go From Here by Katie Couric 

 

G. Articles 

Colin Woodard.  A Geography Lesson for the Tea Party    

 A-Geography-Lesson-for-the-Tea-Party-1.pdf 

U.S. Senate apologizes for Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882    

 U.S. Senate Apologizes for Chinese Exclusion Act – 1882 Foundation 

Japanese Americans’ Incarceration 2 articles:      

 The Japanese American Wartime Incarceration: Examining the Scope of Racial 

Trauma - PMC 

Reflection by The Rev. Canon John E. Kitagawa on incarceration of Japanese 

Americans — The Episcopal Coalition for Racial Equity and Justice 

David Paulson – Episcopal New Service 

https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2021/10/12/indigenous-leaders-lament-

intergenerational-trauma-inflicted-by-boarding-schools-some-tied-to-episcopal-

church 

https://tdb.episcopalmaryland.org/?ref=ycoAAB3LUi8bpjN1cx3yulKgOzzvWV7aAQAAAE7K-Lc4-RhGY5rfZ-IkPFyZP6al11nDi4eqUcUIuN5JDzQ2OT19pIF6ILQlHD003flsWiMk9VJRIKKX-3i7dGvwwII4cd03Z-TFIKacs48LlsZgbMmohD_Nhii11MMZ_c-ThUQPX4qcqbVM-2ho1fBHWUIwE1znsOP8BxOcIwQafGQxj_wzn7Cju9rIv89YIZk9uwCk9E9hXRadBoN2Utw
https://tdb.episcopalmaryland.org/?ref=ycoAALbQbFP5NSEpQMVdZiMCHmUC_3sQAQAAAE7K-Lc4-RhGY5rfZ-IkPFyZP6al11nDi4eqUcUIuN5JDzQ2OT19pIF6ILQlHD003flsWiMk9VJRIKKX-3i7dGvwwII4cd03Z-TFIKacs48LbhDyJlUYAw2jUC5a0WqFKtAF0zkO5Q0oheLmwlgNr3oAcVoxTqdhgyMhUp0HLeQBH4TIOyFI9Z6SLYEOZCJSZqR2xxCkhaA5SGAjdZ1J7t4
https://tdb.episcopalmaryland.org/?ref=ycoAADzHM1Dki2Tsgyft6HIwgQtFZNC2AQAAAE7K-Lc4-RhGY5rfZ-IkPFyZP6al11nDi4eqUcUIuN5JDzQ2OT19pIF6ILQlHD003flsWiMk9VJRIKKX-3i7dGvwwII4cd03Z-TFIKacs48LM-ZZ8RHPrkV2_eyLyEaFm4UIOnTpp8IHdf2mLl_R-TYfVfoDN1mq-ompnYfCO2AraqS2azQnMtERRA8LS42_qCOFMrs66NC7dCTamhczW_0
https://tdb.episcopalmaryland.org/?ref=ycoAAFy2Vy858IhQoEOWYJJtTQBKS-RyAQAAAE7K-Lc4-RhGY5rfZ-IkPFyZP6al11nDi4eqUcUIuN5JDzQ2OT19pIF6ILQlHD003flsWiMk9VJRIKKX-3i7dGvqCYQdFU6DEhCV1r93azcFs8Y4rShmOEqB6JfK4k5ViU6-Bhzz_Tr8qsZuLHokPHf1O_jJHfD4x-WYktJuJLcq5xYij5dk6b_ZGwXE7t3JHodVZBO_NM_pw1ZfKh_sE0pCc8PWAIlMsoOQ_nENcF9eKaWYOeH1Q_1etV_F--lXHPoVVKYNcHfHFkfWIOmfBf0
https://tdb.episcopalmaryland.org/?ref=ycoAAOOVqnKkLZFHEfTVZeh0ihTyQNjHAQAAAE7K-Lc4-RhGY5rfZ-IkPFyZP6al11nDi4eqUcUIuN5JDzQ2OT19pIF6ILQlHD003flsWiMk9VJRIKKX-3i7dGsQB899LgqsxmpppMu0ZF1T5XbTOIoHPefUWWRqndo9cWH7pZZanbrHleUZGZO5Ph4or9vqGEEK-DT3PnbTUGYfjWFQ3G1YGwsKx-4kRCrgnct69rivwRzG3g8YVz0yK1iPuBBpmJmmOyt1PXvgxKvq
https://www.edomi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/A-Geography-Lesson-for-the-Tea-Party-1.pdf
https://1882foundation.org/general/u-s-senate-aplogizes-for-chinese-exclusion-act/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6354763/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6354763/
https://episcopalcoalition.org/news/ae137euwbkkeks2stmkhvr1p9zxokv
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2025 Pilgrimage Photos & Art 



Day 1 

Palm Sunday 1963 (about 7 months before 

the four girls were killed at the 16th Street 

Baptist Church) these ministers led a march 

to honor the Civil Rights leaders who were in 

jail.    As police began beating marchers with 

billy clubs and dogs, Rev. N.H. Smith, Rev. 

John T. Porter and Rev. A.D. King knelt and 

prayed.   

Their photograph became world 

famous and represented the power 

of church leaders to help change 

the world. 



Day 1 

POLICE POWER AGAINST MARCHERS (Children too) 

Fire Hoses and Dogs among the 

tactics used 

















Rev. Fred L.  

Shuttlesworth 

 

A name to remember 

and study 





Day 2 

Birmingham Civil 

Rights Institute and 

16th St. Baptist 

Church.  Quick stop at 

A.G. Gaston Motel 



 

 

Birmingham Civil 

Rights Institute 
 











Freedom  

Quilting Bee Legacy 

 

Gee’s Bend Quilts 
f 







1 

 

 

 

Everywhere we toured, walked or 

ate, we found quotes, poems, 

sculptures, landscaping, fountains, 

placques, etc. with important facts  

sharing the history and drive to 

reconcile. 



 

 

16th Street  

Baptist Church 









Addie Mae Collins (14) 

Denise McNair (14) 

Carol Robertson (14) 

Cynthia Wesley (11) 

Killed Sept. 15, 1963 

16th St. Baptist Church 

Sarah Collins (now Rudolph) lost her right eye 

in the bombing.   

“I had to forgive them, because I didn’t want to 

carry this hate in my heart.”  



At 16th Street Baptist Church there was a 

movie with child actors portraying the parts of 

teenagers who had confrontations with the po-

lice or others in 1963.  Both boys died the same 

day that the 4 girls were killed. 

Johnny Robinson was shot in the back by a po-

lice officer who saw him and others throwing 

rocks at a car draped in the Confederate flag.  

The Police Officer was not prosecuted. 

 



 

 

Also on September 15, 1963, Virgil Ware was 

riding on the handle bars of his brother’s bike 

when they were shot at by a teenager who 

claimed he was trying to scare them.  The teen-

ager who killed Virgil and the one who told 

him to shoot were prosecuted for  manslaugh-

ter and given suspended sentences with 2 years 

probation. 

 



 

St. Mark’s  

Episcopal Church  

Montgomery 





EQUAL JUSTICE  

INSTITUTE  

Legacy Museum 

(part 1 of 3 parts of EJI 

that we visited) 





The EJI Exhibits were extremely well 

done.  We needed a lot more time there 

because we kept getting engrossed in the 

individual exhibits.  The jail cells with 

with phones where you can sit and 

speak with the people incarcerated.  The 

sacred soil where descendants of those 

lynched could help honor their loved 

ones. The voter registration question-

naires that were actually used. (None of 

us would have been registered to vote if 

we’d been required to pass this test.) 



Lunch in the museum’s restaurant 

called Pannie-George’s 

Kitchen 

An experience by itself. 

 



EQUAL JUSTICE INSTITUTE 

Part 2 

FREEDOM MONUMENT  

SCULPTURE PARK 

No photos permitted 

 

Very powerful art presented outdoors with  

request that you tour in silence.   Powerful. 

Beautiful. Ugly. Heart wrenching.  We needed  

extra time to recover after this experience.  



The Equal Justice Institue offered boat rides 

along the river so we could try to experience 

the transport of slaves new to this country who 

were often brought in that way. 

Of course, we were on deck feeling the lovely 

breeze and wore no chains and under no 

threat. 

We didn’t take pictures.  Seemed disrespectful 

to do so.   



 RAYMOND BYRD 

(RAYMOND BIRD) 

Lynched  

August 15, 1926 

Wythe County, VA 











J. Marion Sims 

“Father of Gynecology” 

 

Hero or Villian? 

 

Many of his advances in science were based on 

cruel experiments on his slaves, Betsey, Lucy 

and Anarcha, who are now considered the 

“Mothers of Gynecology” 

Sculpture by artist Michelle Browder, 

2021 



 



SELMA 
Voting Rights Museum 

Edmond Pettus Bridge 

(still named after a  

Confederate  

General) 
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