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The Roerich Pact was approved at the League of Nations and signed by 21 states in the 
Americas affirming that "historic monuments, museums, scientific, artistic, educational and 
cultural institutions" should be protected both in times of peace and war. And sites would be 
identified by flying the Banner of Peace (a flag bearing the Pax Cultura emblem). In the 
aftermath of World War II, the Roerich Pact played a central role in forming international law 
standards to protect cultural heritage. 

Roerich is inspiring to me because of his innovation and drive to create something that would 
have tangible benefits for peace, yet that at the time did not exist. 

'The evolution of the new era rests on the cornerstone of knowledge and beauty. "-Nicholas 
Roerich 

2. Bertl1a von Suttner

Bertha von Suttner (1843-1914) was a Czech-Austrian pacifist, journalist, novelist, and first 
woman Nobel peace laureate. 

Her 1891 novel, Lay Down Your Arms, was one of the most influential anti-war books of all 
time, and it launched her to the forefront of the peace movement in Europe and abroad. She 
was also a longtime acquaintance of Alfred Nobel, and believed to be a major influence on his 
decision to include a peace prize in his will. 

She worked tirelessly to support the establishment of peace societies in Austria, Germany, and 
Hungary, was instrumental in the establishment of the International Peace Bureau in 
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