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Sunday, November 10, 2024 | Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME HOME
Welcome to worship at Christ Episcopal Church. If this is your first time with us, we invite you to complete a
visitor’s form. Our website provides up to date information about our vibrant church community:
christchurchcolumbia.org. This bulletin contains all you need to join us in worship, everyone is welcome to receive
communion at God’s table, and the clergy are happy to speak with you at any time.

We are delighted you’re here — welcome home!
PRELUDE |

OPENING HYMN 579 | Almighty Father, Strong to Save, i honor of all V'eterans of our Armed Services Melita
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Words: S1s. | and 4, William Whiting (1825-1878), alt.; sts. 2-3, Robert Nelson Spencer (1877-1961). alt. Sts. 2-3, Copyright ©
The Church Pension l‘und. Music: Melita, Johm Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).



OPENING ACCLAMATION|
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY |
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA S 280 | Glory to God Robert Powell
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THE COLLECT |

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of
God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.. Amen.

The people may be seated.

THE FIRST LESSON | 1 Kings 17:8-16
Reader: A reading from 1 Kings.

The word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for 1
have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the
town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may
drink.” As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she
said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jat, and a little oil in a jug; I am
now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.” Eljjah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it
to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of
meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” She went
and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied,
neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijjah.

Reader: - The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM |
Psalm 146 | Lauda, anima mea
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The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
Hallelujah!

Praise the Lord, O my soul! *

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *

for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,*

and in that day their thoughts perish.
Antiphon

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God,

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;

Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.



Antiphon

The Lord sets the prisoners free;

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous;

the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.

Hallelujah!
Antiphon

THE EPISTLE | Hebrews 9:24-28
Reader: A reading to the Hebrews.

Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest
enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and
again since the foundation of the wotld. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin
by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those

who are eagerly waiting for him.

Reader: The wotd of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able.

SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 133| Take My Life
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THE GOSPEL | Mark 12:38-44

Celebrant:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son
of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on mel” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out
even morte loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to
Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me
see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him
on the way.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:Praise to you, Lord Christ.

HYMN | Lead Me, Lord Samuel Sebastian Wesley
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THE SERMON | The Rev. Emmanuel Ato Mercer, Rector
The people stand as able.

THE NICENE CREED |

All:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.




We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE |

Father, Lord and Savior, Spirit of the Living God, we come to you each week with our prayers. They are our prayers
of thanksgiving. They are our prayers of petition. They are our prayers of profound praise. On this November Sunday
our prayers are manifold. We lift up our newly elected president and newly elected leaders and we pray for them, dear
Lord. May they may serve with wisdom, patience and perseverance. We pray for Your protection and guidance. We
are so grateful for this wonderful country we call home. Heal us ffom our differences and unite us, O Lord.

On this Veteran's Day, Protector God, we pray; watch over the Veterans of the United States. We pray and we give
thanks in recognition of their loyal service to our nation, past and present. Bless them with wholeness and love.
Shelter them. Heal their wounds. Comfort their hearts. Grant them peace. This Sunday we remember those who gave
so very much for us. We pray to the Lord.

We pray for the newly installed Presiding Bishop, Sean Rowe and we give thanks to Bishop Curry for his 9 years of
dedicated service to us all. In the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland, we pray for our Bishop Carrie, for the blessing of
our Christ Church Community, and for our Rector, Emmanuel, our postulants, and our Director of Music, Larissa.

In our Diocese we lift up: St. Alban’s, Glen Burnie, St. Luke’s, Eastport, and St. Philip’s, Annapolis. In the Anglican
Cycle of Prayer, we remember The Church of South India (United). We pray to the Lord



We pray for those who suffer and are in need of any kind, We pray for those who are ill, especially for Wayne, Theo,
Ronald, Dolores, Edvon, Kitzel, Claudia, Sarah, Tammy, Rachan, Kim, Sabrina, Jim, Erica, Marilyn, Carolyn, Mary
Ann, Barbara, Cindy, Tim, Sherry, Roberta, Samuel, Ashley, Alta, Mildred & Nell, and those you now name. We pray
and we give thanks for caregivers. God is our refuge and our strength.

We remember those who have died and have passed on to their eternal home and into arms of God Matie
Chrzanowski & Amber, and those you name. May the perpetual light of God's love sutround them forever. We pray
for those who gtieve. Comfort them, Heavenly Father. Stay near and be their healing. We pray to the Lotd.

We celebrate occasions of joy and gladness; birthdays of Ann, Robin, KariKari & Denise, and Anniversaries of
Baptisms of Jenn & Leigh. We give thanks with a joyful heart!

We give thanks this morning for our Veterans. We give thanks for our country and for the freedom our forefathers
fought for that has given us the right to vote. We give thanks to God, Father, Son, and Spirit with a grateful heart for all
He is and for all he has given to us. Praise the Lord.

CONFESSION OF SIN |
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lotd Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE |
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated.
PASSING THE PEACE | I Love You with the Love of the Lord Jim Gilbert

I love you with the love of the Lord,
Yes, I love you with the love of the Lord.
I can see in you the glory of my King
And I love you with the love of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS |



THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM | Simple Gifts Traditional Shaker hymn, arr Robert Lehman

Please scan to give.

DOXOLOGY HYMN 380 (v. 1) | Old 1007

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERA |
Celebrant: The Lotd be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father

Almighty, Creator of heaven and eatth...

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Celebrant:

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sactifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
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holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.

All: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER |

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All: Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD |

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sactificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
FRACTION ANTHEM LEVAS 270 | Lamb of God Marjorie Landsmark-DeLewis
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COMMUNION HYMN 343 | Shepherd of Souls
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Words: James Montgomery (1771-1845), alt. Music: Si. Agres. melody John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876); harm. Richard Proulx
(b. 1937), after John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876). Copyright © 1985, G.LA. Publications.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER |

Celebrant:

All:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING |

The Celebrant offers a blessing and the People respond Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN LEVAS 201 | I've Got Peace Like a River Traditional
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Words: ‘I'raditional. Music: Negro Spiritual.
THE DISMISSAL |

The Celebrant dismisses the people, who respond:
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE |

PERMISSIONS | New Revised Standard 1V ersion Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in United States of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer,
1928 & 1979, Chutch Publishing. Public Domain | Music/texts under copytight are reprinted and broadcast by permission
under OneLicense.net #A-701378 | Holy, Holy, Holy, from .4 Mass for a Soulful People, Grayson Warren Brown

PARISH CALENDAR
November 10 to November 16

Sunday, November 10

8:00 am Holy Eucharist — Old Brick

8:45 — 9:30 am Coffee Hour — Old Brick

9:00 am Family Worship Service — New Brick, upper level
9:30 — 10:15 am Sunday Circle — Old Brick & Zoom

9:30 — 10:15 am Sunday School — New Brick & Parish Hall

9:30 — 10:15 am Parents Group — New Brick, lower level

10:30 am Holy Eucharist w/music — New Brick, upper level
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Sunday, November 10 (continued)
11:30 am — 12:30 pm
12:00 pm — 2:00 pm

12:30 — 5:30 pm
1:00 — 3:00 pm
1:00 — 4:00 pm
4:00 — 7:00 pm
Monday, November 11

All Day

12:45 - 1:00 pm
3:15 - 3:30 pm
6:00 — 8:30 pm
7:30 — 9:00 pm
7:30 — 10:00 pm

Tuesday, November 12
7:00 am
9:00 am — 3:00 pm
11:00 am — 12:00 pm
12:00 — 1:00 pm
7:30 — 9:30 pm

Wednesday, November 13
7:00 am
5:30 — 6:30 pm
6:30 — 8:30 pm

Thursday, November 14
7:00 am
9:00 am — 3:00 pm
10:00 — 11:00 am
12:00 — 1:00 pm
6:45 —7:30 pm
7:30 — 9:00 pm
7:30 — 9:00 pm
7:30 — 9:00 pm

Friday, November 15
All Day
7:00 am
7:00 pm
8:00 pm — 12:00 am

Saturday, November 16

All Month
9:30 — 11:00 am
1:00 — 3:30 pm

Virtual Coffee Hour — Zoom

Auction Item Pickup — New Brick, lower level
Tabernacle of David Church — Old Brick
FISH Event — New Brick, lower level

EFM — Parish Hall, conference room & Zoom
Viola Recital — New Brick, upper level

Veterans’ Day — Church Office Closed

Dorsey Center Meal Drop-off

Grassroots Drop-off

Food Addicts Anonymous — New Brick, lower level
CEC Outreach Meeting

Columbia Conjurers — Parish Hall, lower level

Morning Prayer Livestream

Howard County Homeschool — New Brick, lower level
Weekly Staff Meeting — Zoom

Virtual Coffee Hour — Zoom

Building and Grounds Meeting — Zoom

Morning Prayer Livestream
Refugee Leadership Meeting — Zoom
Adult Children of Alcoholics — Parish Hall, lower level

Morning Prayer Livestream
Howard County Homeschool — New Brick, lower level

FW: Spiritual Care Monthly Department Meeting — Teams

Virtual Coffee Hour — Zoom

Handbell Choir Rehearsal — New Brick, upper level
Choir Rehearsal — New Brick, upper level

CEC Book Club — Zoom

Boy Scouts — New Brick, lower level

Fr. Manny Sabbatical
Morning Prayer Livestream

Evening Prayer Livestream
Tabernacle of David Church — Old Brick

Fr. Manny’s sabbatical begins
MOCC Breakfast — Silver Diner, Elkridge
AA Meeting — Parish Hall, lower level
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you have an announcement to share, please send to communications@christchurchcolumbia.org by Tuesday evening.

A Parish Gathering: Discussing the 300th Anniversary — Today after the 10:30 worship

This Sunday, join us for a brief but informative meeting to discuss plans for our upcoming 300th anniversary and ideas that can
help carry Christ Church into the next three hundred years. Your input is very much encouraged, as this is a parish-wide project.
Let's collaborate to make ours an unforgettable and worthy legacy. A light lunch will be provided. You are also encouraged to
join the 300th Anniversary committee and can learn more about it and its focus groups by clicking the QR code or

visiting www.christchurchcolumbia.org/300

Pledge to Christ Church for 2025
We are so blessed to have a community of dedicated parishioners who support our ministry of faithful service, and we hope that
each parishioner will prayerfully consider their contribution to Christ Church. You may pick up a pledge card in the Narthex to

complete, or you can safely complete one electronically on our website - www.christchurchcolumbia.org/pledge-2025

Altar Flowers and Gifts

If you would like to present altar flowers and gifts in dedication or celebration of a loved one on any upcoming service, you can
do so by using our Realm Online Giving Form; just choose "Altar Flowers and Gifts" from the FUND dropdown menu, and
place the dedication name(s) and service date in the MEMO line. Then please email or call the church office and let them know,
and we'll be sure to place an acknowledgment in the Sunday service leaflet for that day.

Centering Prayer - Mondays

Centering Prayer is a special evening prayer gathering that can help lead to a more intimate union with God and a more powerful
experience of God’s presence in our lives. This active presence heals, transforms, and offers freedom and peace. We are a hybrid
gathering, so be with us in Old Brick or online via Zoom at 7 p.m. on Monday evenings.

Christ Church Choir - Thursdays

Singers and music lovers, come lift your voice!l The Christ Church Choirs rehearse in New Brick on Thursday evenings, and
anyone is welcome to join us. Handbell Choir meets from 6:45-7:30 p.m. and Adult Choir meets from 7:30-9:00 p.m. You don't
need to know how to read music, so whether you have previous experience or are ready to commit or not, there's a place for

you in our choits. If you're interested, please speak with Latissa on Sundays, email her at music@christchurchcolumbia.org

Christ Church Book Club - Thursday Evenings
The CEC Book Club returns to conclude their discussion of David Brooks' The Road to Character. A new book is on the horizon,
so if you're interested in reading and discussing great books with a friendly, engaging, and welcoming group of fellow

patishioners, the CEC Book Club might be for you! If you have any questions, email bookclub@chrtistchurchcolumbia.org.

MOCC Fall News

The MOCC has two events coming up - the first is our monthly breakfast, on Saturday, November 16th. This time, we'll meet
at The Silver Diner, 8250 Gateway Overlook Drive in Elkridge, at 9:30 a.m. for food and fellowship. Then, in December, our
annual Christmas Party will be on Saturday the 14th from 2:30 - 6:00 p.m. at The Kings Contrivance Restaurant. There will be
a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. The all-inclusive price will be $65 per person and includes a meal with regular beverages (water,
soda, tea, coffee). A cash bar will be available. Payment can be made via Realm (choose the "MOCC" fund), by checks made
payable to Christ Church ("MOCC" in the memo line), or via Zelle (speak with Duane Smith at church). Please sign up and
submit payment by Sunday, December 8th, so we know how many spaces to reserve.

It's an Ugly Christmas First Wednesday Fellowship! - December 4

Get your ugly Christmas sweaters out of storage and prepare for a fun FWF to cap off the year. We'll provide the main dish, but
please bring side dishes and dessetts to share and enjoy. Of course, this event wouldn't be complete without an Ugly Sweater
Contest and a little Christmas Bingo will liven up the gang, so be sure to gather with us on the first Wednesday in December at
6 pm. in the Great Hall.
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WOCC Christmas Feast - December 8
On Sunday, December 8th at 1:00 p.m., we will gather for our annual Christmas Feast at The King's Contrivance Restaurant,

and we hope you'll all come! You can sign up using the sheet in the Narthex. The deadline for signing up is Sunday, December
1st. Lots of other events are coming up, too - the WOCC calendar is posted in the Narthex in New Brick and on our website and
contains all the fun events planned. Speak to any WOCC member or email WOCC@christchurchcolumbia.org if you need more

info.

Kiona's Ordination - December 14

Bishop Carrie Schofield-Broadbent will ordain Kiona Lookingbill, our Director of Youth and Family Ministries, to
the Sacred Order of Deacons. This service takes place on Saturday, December 14th, and parishioners can gather at
the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Baltimore at 11:00 a.m.

300th Anniversary News
The new landing page for the 300th Anniversary celebrations is live on our website, so
visit www.christchurchcolumbia.org/300 and see how we are gearing up for a yeatr-long series of special gatherings,

activities, and parties! Please bookmark it and check for updates often. It's still eatly days, but committees are already
taking shape and making plans. We are always looking for more people to provide their input and would love to have
you join us. This celebration is a massive milestone for our church, and we encourage everyone to consider being a
part of this historic occasion. If you are interested in assisting, please speak with Robin Bradley at church, complete
the brief contact form on our website, or email 300@christchurchcolumbia.org.

Make Thanksgiving Special for Families Who Depend Upon the Howard County Food Bank by Donating
Holiday Sides and Staples

Please help those who utilize the Howard County Food Bank get ready for Thanksgiving. Our annual collection ends
Thursday, Nov. 21. That deadline gives the Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC), which operates
the food bank, sufficient time to prepare and distribute its "Holiday Meal Kits." The CAC expects to feed more than
1,000 people for Thanksgiving and another 1,000 around Christmas, offering families the protein and sides they need

to enjoy a warm holiday meal.

Complete the menu by bringing non-perishable sides: boxed mashed potatoes, stuffing mix, gravy, cranberry sauce,
olives, pickles, and canned fruits and vegetables. Because household pantries often are bare this time of year, please
add staples such as canned beans, soups, tuna, pasta and sauce, rice, peanut butter, and spices. Put items on the
designated table in the Narthex. Or put them in a yellow bin marked “Thanksgiving Food Drive," located on the
breezeway near the door to Old Brick. NOTE: Please, no pies, other desserts, or rolls because of perishability.

Inviting You to Join Our Monthly Outreach Meeting this Monday, Nov. 11

You can learn how to help others by joining us remotely via Zoom for the Outreach Commission meeting on Monday,
November 11th, at 7:30 p.m. Our mission has a local, national, and international scope. The Zoom link is HERE,
Meeting ID is 864 9837 1844, and the Passcode is Outreach! See you on Zoom!

Help the Homeless this Monday, Nov. 11, by Preparing a Dish for Grassroots’ Live-In Facility or Serving a
Meal at the Day Resource Center

On the second Monday of each month, Christ Church provides a hot midday meal for the homeless at the Day
Resource Center (DRC) and drops off dinner at a live-in shelter for 50 residents. We last participated on Oct. 14th.
Both DRC and Grassroots are operated by the Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center. A team led by parishioner

Shahra Toth makes side dishes and desserts that we serve in person after carpooling to the DRC.

To join us on Monday, Nov. 11, please check our DRC online signup form, which describes the midday meal
procedure. Drop-off time is 12:45 p.m. in the parking lot near Old Brick for DRC’s side dishes. Later, parishioners
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who cook or shop for the evening meal at Grassroots’ Live-In Facility arrive in the Old Brick parking lot between
3:15 and 3:30 p.m. Get details in our Grassroots online signup form. Grassroots staff serves the evening meal. It’s

efficient to provide for both venues on the same day. Your donations and Vestry-approved funds pay for the fried-
chicken entrees. Thank you! Recently, your generosity helped ease life for our homeless neighbors, who rely on
sundries from the DRC pantry in Jessup. The staff requested our help to replenish supplies. In response, the Outreach
Commission approved spending $326 for the goods, which included 40 pairs of women’s underwear, 36 pairs of
men’s underwear, canned beans and vegetables, and 17 jars each of peanut butter and jelly. These were purchased
with funds donated to the church by parishioners who give to “General Outreach” or specifically to DRC or
Grassroots. A hearty thanks!

Display Crafts or Shop at the Cedar Lane Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 16

If you’re an artisan or a shopper looking for handmade crafts, please participate in the Holiday Bazaar & Indoor Yard
Sale on Saturday, Nov. 16, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 11630 Scaggsville Rd., Fulton, MD, 20759. The event is being organized
by Christ Church parishioner Amanda Cheong and sponsored by Cedar Lane School PTA. Find details for vendors
and shoppers on its Facebook page events entry.

Lake Elkhorn Middle School Partnership's Fall Update
“Today was so amazing! The students were so excited and loved all the positivity that was directed at them today. This was all
possible to your generous donation.”
Our partnership with Lake Elkhorn Middle School has continued into fall this year thanks to the creation of a new
position at LEMS. Cindy Drummond is the new Community School Site Coordinator there, and one of her
responsibilities is to work with Christ Episcopal Church. Cathy Whittaker, Christ Church's LEMS coordinator, met
with Cindy and Kevin Lee, the Pupil Personnel Worker who helped with the students' supply delivery in mid-October
to brainstorm ways in which CEC might assist students, families, and teachers. Thanks to Cathy and our LEMS
supportters at Christ Church, we were able to help provide prizes to recognize the students' academic and social
progress over the first portion of the school year. Katie Lee, the 6th-grade administrator, sent us a wonderful letter
of thanks, and Cathy has included it in her wonderful recap of LEMS and our ministry's recent support. You can read
it on our website - www.christchurchcolumbia.org/post/lake-elkhorn-middle-school-partnership-update-1

Help Families in Need by Filling the Altar Basket and our FISH Bin on the Breezeway

If you are concerned about people in our midst who are going hungry, please consider regularly donating non-
petishables to FISH of Howard County. Put groceties and/ ot toiletries in the altar basket in New Brick or in a marked
yellow bin on the breezeway between Old Brick and Parish Hall. FISH provides committed support to select families
in need. The neighbors you help give thanks for all you do in their support.

Columbia Community Care Needs Diapers, Recruits Volunteers of All Ages

Columbia Community Care (CCC) keeps its pantry open each Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in hopes of
attracting youth who earn community service credits at their public schools by sorting supplies. Also, teens can help
at upcoming events. Find options on the CCC Facebook Group. Go online to learn how to volunteer. Those who

<

need groceries and other necessities can find information by going online to “Get Help” on CCC’s website. CCC
continues to request baby-care items and diapers, especially sizes 4-6. Put these along with sanitary and personal care
items and adult diapers in the yellow bin, marked “CCC,” inside the Parish Hall. Drop off items on weekdays when
the church office is open or on Sundays. The Christ Church point of contact is Leigh Smith, who monitors the bin
and delivers items.

In general, if you have suggestions about ways to help the community, if you want to get involved, or if you need
assistance, please email Christ Church Outreach at outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org. Your help is greatly

welcomed and appreciated. Thank you.
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Dear Youth and Parents,

Our Advent Youth Sunday service preparations CH R I s I c H u Rc H

b B A
2

continue. We will be rehearsing during Youth Faith
Formation time (9:30-10:20 a.m.), so please join us!
We are learning awesome songs and getting the
message together. Please sign up here and let us know
which role you want to have in it.

Also, please familiatize yourself with the songs/hymns
that are below, as they are for Youth Sunday:

More Love to Thee

O Come All You Unfaithful

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Emmanuel God With Us

A

We also need your VOTE on which day is best
for FRIENDSGIVING this month!
Choose from the following options and email us with your preference of a date/time:
Nov. 16 (Saturday) from 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 17 (Sunday) from 11:45 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Nov. 23 (Saturday) from 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 24 (Sunday) from 11:45 am. - 2 p.m.

We're looking forward to seeing youl
Chaplain Kiona and the Youth Leadership Team

Acolyting
We still need youth to sign up to acolyte for the months of November and December, and especially for Youth Sunday! Please
sign up here. Thank you.

Wreath-Making Social Fundraiser - December 1 at 11:30 a.m.

For those not traveling over the Thanksgiving weekend, we are holding our wreath-making fundraiser. Come and make your
Advent wreath and enjoy Christmas music and treats. The suggested donations for each wreath kit is $50. but is free to those
who volunteer for the event. Pre-made holiday wreaths will be available for pick up after the 8 and 9 a.m. services.

Christmas Fundraiser Gathering - December 13th from 5-8 p.m.

Our youth will provide entertainment and babysitting while our Christ Church parents do their Christmas shopping, or go on
a date. You can look forward to Christmas cookie decorating, card-making, and ornament crafting. There will be cookies and
cider, hot chocolate, Christmas music, and Christmas movies to get us all in the Christmas spirit!

Christ Church's Christmas Eve Pageant
Before we know it, it'll be time for that beloved annual tradition, the Christmas Pageant! We are looking for youth who would
like to assist with the Pageant rehearsals. Please inquire with Chaplain Kiona or Mrs. Jenn Atkins.

Youth and Children are Always Welcome at Christ Church

Faith Formation is thriving at Christ Church, and anyone ages pre-k to 12th grade is invited to gather with us. It's a program of age-
appropriate classes that’s relevant and engaging, and we're looking forward to an exciting year! Visit our website for more details and
registration form links: tinyutl.com/CEC-YouthFormation.

Christ Church's Youth Group is also open to all from 6th grade and older, and is not limited to parishioners - all are welcome! If you're
interested, email our Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Kiona Lookingbill, at kiona@christchurchcolumbia.org
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Here’s to a new beginning,
el Tres SEart.

NEW LEAF by Father Manny

Fall reminds us of the falling leaves, whereas springs bring forth new leaves - a burst of new life and new possibilities. In that
same way, at every election, whether our favored party wins or loses, we ate offered a fresh start, a new beginning, and an
opportunity for all of us to chart a new course with new leadership.

One of the wonderful programs that is available to new clergy in a diocese is called Fresh Start. This is a program that secks to
orient new clergy who have taken a cure in a new diocese to learn about the culture of that diocese, meet new and old clergy in
the diocese, and, in fact, learn the art of being a pastor and a priest in the new congregation. As a clergyman or woman, you have
turned a new leaf with a new cure, and a fresh start helps you along that path.

It is in that same vein does elections offer us a fresh start. Not every one of us may like the results, especially those who lost,
but then, win or lose, we turn a new leaf, and we start all over again, not with the same attitude but with a different approach.
We use a different approach because we want to believe that we learned something about our first approach and that whatever
it is that we learned needs to be improved. That is a tacit acknowledgment of the importance of starting anew and turning a new
leaf.

The fact is that many of our neighbors were concerned about the past election. And in fact, many people are still scared because
of the uncertainty that lies ahead. Prior to the elections, there was this palpable fear of violence should the former and now
newly-elected president have lost. That fear was justified because of the events of January 6th. Thankfully, the current president
has promised a peaceful transition of power and has extended an invitation to all of us to lower the temperature.

What is, after all, the value of demonizing each other if our goal is to serve the common good? I believe that the invitation of
the current president is also a call to turn a new leaf - where we can take on the responsibility of repairing and mending strained
relationships because of different beliefs about the candidates.

There are times when we also face daunting challenges in our own lives. These challenges may test us in a way that we have
never been tested before. And when we come out at the end of that battle, we feel the need to turn over a new leaf.

To turn over a new leaf is about a fresh start, a new beginning. It doesn’t mean the past is forgotten, but it is a way to chart a
course that is unlike the past life. Any attitude or approach that looks like the past life cannot be considered a new path forward.

(continued)
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I usually conclude every Vestry meeting with a prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book. But this particular part of the prayer
just moves me:

The night heralds the dawn.

Let us look expectantly to a new day,
new joys,

new possibilities.

I offer this prayer because it reminds me of something so important, which is the fact that there’s always the possibility of new
life. I also like to remind the Vestry that a new day brings about new joys because we can look forward to the joyous possibility
of beginning anew, afresh, turning a new leaf.

Indeed, the night can signify the darkest point in our lives, in the lives of our loved ones, and even in our broader community.
Hear what the scripture says: ‘Weeping may last for a night, but joy comes in the morning.’ But the point is not to lose hope, mainly
because of the promise that tomorrow offers us. That promise is always more than we can ever desire or imagine.

“It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light,” Aristotle once said. The point is that if we focus on the darkness,
we may miss the light that is shining bright right in our faces. If we focus on only the loss that our candidate endured, we may
miss the new beginning that could be made possible. If we focus on only the darkness, we miss the opportunity for a fresh start,
a new beginning, and the turning of a new leaf.

I am convinced that tomorrow’s promise comes with the turn of a page, the turn of a new leaf. Without the turn of a new leaf,
there can be no promise of a new beginning.

A wise person once shared these wise words: “Don’t be afraid to start over again. This time, you're not starting from scratch; you're starting
from experience.” That would be my advice to the president-elect if he were to ask me. This is because he has a lot of work to do
to unsettle the fears of all who are worried and scared about what’s coming down the pike. I pray that he would look at his win
not as a mandate for retribution against those he considers as his political enemies but rather as a new morn in America, where
he’s been offered the opportunity to turn a new leaf, to change the circumstances of others, and invite us to a higher calling
beyond ourselves.

And so, like many of you, I will pray for the president. His success as president will be the collective success of all. My prayer
would be that he turns a new leaf. My prayer would be that he not only sees a new day but seizes the mantle to be different.

I listened to a commentary by this gentleman who said, “The way I look at life is that it is the most important phenomenon that exists in
the universe. Without life, the universe, by definition, is meaningless. It’s clear that meaning enters the universe with conscionsness, and conscionsness is
a property of living things, so without living things, there’s no meaning. And so, I think that if this is the only planet in the Milky Way galaxy that
currently hosts an intelligent civilization, then it is the only island of meaning in a sea of 400 billion stars, and therefore, we have a tremendous
responsibility, notwithstanding onr physical insignificance to protect this island of meaning. If we mess it up, we will be responsible for annibilating
meaning, perhaps forever in the galaxy.”

I thought that was a beautiful summary of our purpose on this single planet, which beams with life and offers meaning to each
other and ourselves. Without this meaning, what would be the point of the universe anyway?

This meaning, in my humble opinion, always begins with our recognition of a new beginning, a fresh start, and a new opportunity
to turn a new leaf. This opportunity to turn a new leaf gives credence to our belief in the human story as one shaped by birth
and rebirth.

Every birth and rebirth, therefore, invites us to turn a new leaf.

Manny +
revmanny@christchurchcolumbia.org
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USING THE GIFTS GOD HAS GIVEN US,
TO DO THE WORK GOD IS CALLING US TO DO.

From the Treasurer:

Septembet's net loss pushed us into a substantial loss on a year-to-date basis. We are continuing to show better results than
p p y g
last year.

November's auction and the usual elevated giving near the end of the year are expected to address much, if not all, of the
giving shortfall. I expect it will be a close call at the end of the year.

Elevated property maintenance costs and parish celebrations drove higher-than-expected expenses for the month. On a year-
to-date basis, we are tracking pretty close to budget. However, overages in Music, Property Maintenance, and Parish
Celebrations are mostly being offset by underspending in other areas.

Best Regards,
Drew Eaton
Treasurer, Christ Episcopal Church

You can view the latest Vestry-approved monthly financial report here.

Stewardship 2025

We are so blessed to have a community of dedicated parishioners who support our ministry of faithful service, and we hope
that each parishioner will prayerfully consider their contribution to Christ Church. You may pick up a pledge card in the

Narthex to complete, or you can complete one electronically on our website - www.christchurchcolumbia.org/pledge-2025

Text Giving
You can give securely and conveniently by using your mobile phone! Simply send a text with the
word CECGIVING to 73256, and you'll receive a secure link to out page where you can set up a one-time ot recurring gift.

Online Giving
You can also continue to pledge and give to Christ Church online. It's a safe and secure method of contributing toward your
annual pledge or another offering. Whether it's a one-time donation or a recurring gift, you can go to our overview page for
instructions and links. Signing up is fast and easy; if you need assistance doing so, or if you have any Stewardship-related

questions, please contact us at info@christchurchcolumbia.org

Your faithfulness is what makes life happen at Christ Church. Your faithfulness makes Christ Church stronger. Your
faithfulness enables our parish to embrace, with courage, the task that God has for us. We need to remember that Christ
Church is completely dependent on this faithfulness. Your beloved Christ Church counts on you and your faithful giving.

Thank you.
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