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Welcome Home! 

Welcome to worship at Christ Episcopal Church. If this is your first time with us, we invite you to complete a 
visitor’s form. Our website provides up to date information about our vibrant church: 

www.christchurchcolumbia.org. 

This bulletin contains all you need to join us in worship, everyone is welcome to receive communion at God’s 
table, and the clergy are happy to speak with you at any time. 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 | Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

http://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/
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PRELUDE| Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace         Samuel Sebastian Wesley  (1810-1876) 
 
OPENING HYMN 390 | Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Lobe Den Herren 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION| 

Celebrant: Blessed by God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY| 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
     GLORIA S280 | Glory to God  Robert Powell  
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     THE COLLECT OF THE DAY| 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in 
safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.    

 

The people may be seated. 

THE FIRST LESSON | Isaiah 55:1-5 
 Reader: A reading from Isaiah.   

    
Thus says the Lord: 
 
"Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
 come to the waters; 
 
and you that have no money, 
 come, buy and eat! 
 
Come, buy wine and milk 
 without money and without price. 
 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
 listen, so that you may live. 
 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
 my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
 and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 for he has glorified you." 
 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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    The following psalm is read responsively by half-verse. 
 
 

THE PSALM      
Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22 | Exaltabo te, Deus 
        

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 
The Lord is loving to everyone * 

and his compassion is over all his works. 
 
The Lord upholds all those who fall; * 

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, * 

and you give them their food in due season. 
 
You open wide your hand * 

and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways * 

and loving in all his works. 
 
The Lord is near to those who call upon him, * 

to all who call upon him faithfully. 
 
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; * 

he hears their cry and helps them. 
 
The Lord preserves all those who love him, * 

but he destroys all the wicked. 
 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; * 

let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever. 
 
 

THE EPISTLE | Romans 9:1-5             
Reader:  A reading from Romans.                
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit-- I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen. 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The people stand as able. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 391 | Before the Lord's eternal throne       Winchester new 

 
 
THE GOSPEL | Matthew 14:13-21         
        

  Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on 
foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is 
now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to 
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took 
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. 

 

Celebrant:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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HYMN | Lead Me, Lord Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
 
 

The people may be seated at the invitation of the preacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON | Leah Chrest, parishioner 

 
The people stand as able. 

 

THE NICENE CREED | 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE |          
                   

Almighty God, hear the prayers of your people worshipping together in person and on-line here at Christ 

Church. 

Lord, we know that when someone has a big encounter with You, they are changed. Visibly. In ways that 

others, and maybe even they, do not understand.  But changed and strengthened so that they can go out to 

do the work you have for them to do.  Together we pray, change us, Lord. 

We pray for your people here in our community, in our nation, and across our world who are struggling, 

who need help, who need safety, who need food or shelter, who need desperately to know they are seen and 

loved and cared for.  Help us be Your hands of help for them. Together we pray, help us help others, 

Lord. 

We pray for every person across the world who is suffering from heat, war, disaster, violence.  Together we 

pray, be with them, Lord. 

We pray for those we love who are ill or dying or who for any reason need our prayers and Your presence.  

In our parish family we pray especially for Ashley, Kimberly, Lisa, Rita, Kaci, MaryAnn, Alta, Mark, 

Brandon, Clarence, Diane, Mildred, Kayode, Rachan & Sherry,  and those we each name in our hearts.  We 

pray for those we love who have died, especially Roger Vail, Yvonne Forbes and those you  now name. May 

their memory be a blessing.  Together we pray, may your peace be with them, Lord. 

We pray for and give thanks for our parish, for its clergy and lay leaders, for our congregation, for those 

here who are visiting us and those who are seeking a new church home.  We pray for our fellow Christians 

in the worldwide Anglican Communion, especially today for the people in -The Church of the Province of 

Uganda.  We pray for our fellow parishes in the Diocese of Maryland, especially today for the people of 

Holy Trinity, Essex, Redeemer, Baltimore, and St. Andrew’s, Baltimore.  Together we pray, unite us in 

your service, Lord. 

We give thanks for all the blessings in our lives, especially this week for the birthdays of James, Isabel, 

Aileen, Amanda, David, Bill & Allison, the wedding anniversaries of Westley & Audra Cox, David 

Lanczynski & Diana Hall and Drew & Traci Eaton, and the baptismal anniversary of Ginger.  Together we 

pray, thank you for joy, Lord. 

Lord, may we be attentive to your Word as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in our hearts.  Almighty God, we pray that Your morning star will rise in our hearts this 

day and always. AMEN 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION | 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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THE PEACE | 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS | 

OFFERTORY HYMN 646 |  The King of love my Shepherd is     Dominus Regit me      
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PRESENTATION HYMN 380 vs 3|                                                                                      Old 100th 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 
 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION

       

 

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A | 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true 
promise, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and 
to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and 
giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to 
all nations. 

 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All:   Christ has died. 
   Christ has risen. 
   Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER | 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on  
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD | 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM LEVAS 270| Lamb of God                Marjorie Landsmark-DeLewis 
 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 691 | My faith looks up to thee                 Olivet 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER | 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All:    Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

      EUCHARISTIC VISITORS’ PRAYER | 8 & 10:30 a.m. service 
 

 Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these gifts that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

 People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. 
 

 
THE BLESSING | 

The Celebrant offers a blessing, and the People respond Amen. 
 
       

CLOSING HYMN 562 | Onward Christian soldiers        St. Gertrude 
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THE DISMISSAL | 

The Celebrant dismisses the people who respond: 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE | Introduction-Choral, Suite Gothique, Opus 25    Leon Boellmann  ( 1862-1897) 

 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
Altar Guild 

Cheryl Lucente, Leigh Smith, Pamela Foreman, Sandra Griffin 
 

8:00 a.m. Service 
Chalicist: Sonni Aribiah 

Lector/Reader: Sonni Aribiah 
Usher: Kayode Fatodu 

 
10:30 a.m. Service 

Acolytes: Abby Boyer, Lucas Hernandez, Hope Spencer 
Chalicists: Ivy Amponsah, Kathy Lyon 

Lector/Reader: Kathy Lyon 
Ushers: Cherry Williams, Isaac Olajide, Yetti Lipede, Jane Adams,  

Betty Dagne, Alex Amponsah 
Tellers 

Cathy Gold, Rhonda Tomlinson 

PERMISSIONS| New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer, 1928 and 1979, Church Publishing. Public Domain | Music and texts under copyright are reprinted 
and broadcast by permission under OneLicense.net #A-701378 | 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
AUGUST 2 – 8, 2026 

 
Sunday, August 2 
8:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am   Family Service 
10:30 am  Holy Eucharist w/music – New Brick, UL 
11:00 – 11:30 am Coffee Hour - Zoom  
2:00 – 5:00 pm Roger Vail Memorial Service & Repast – New Brick 
4:30 – 7:30 pm Total Restoration Church – Old Brick & Parish Hall, LL 

 
Monday, August 3 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
6:00 – 8:30 pm  Food Addicts Anonymous – Parish Hall, LL 
7:00 – 8:00 pm  Centering Prayer – Old Brick & Zoom 
 
Tuesday, August 4 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
11:00 am– 12:00 pm Weekly Staff Meeting  
12:00 – 1:00 pm Coffee Hour - Zoom  
7:00 – 9:00 pm  Inquirers Class – Zoom  
7:00 – 9:00 pm  MS Support Group – New Brick, LL  
7:30 – 8:30 pm  300th Yr Race & Slavery Committee Meeting – Zoom  
7:30 – 9:00 pm  CEC Book Club – Zoom  

 
Wednesday, August 5 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 

 
Thursday, August 6 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Healing Eucharist – Old Brick 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Coffee Hour – Zoom 
6:30 – 9:00 pm  Education for Ministry (EfM) Fast Track – Zoom 
7:30 – 9:00 pm  Boy Scouts – New Brick, LL 

 
Friday, August 7 
7:00 am  Morning Prayer Livestream 
7:00 pm  Evening Prayer Livestream 
7:00 – 9:00 pm  Friday Faith Film: SHOW ME THE FATHER – Parish Hall, LL 

 
Saturday, August 8 
8:00 – 10:00 am Altar Guild prep 
1:00 – 4:00 pm  AA Meeting – Parish Hall, LL  
3:30 – 4:30 pm  Altar Guild prep 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you have an announcement to share with the church, 
Please send to communications@christchurchcolumbia.org by Tuesday evening. 

 

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR ALL OF THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS & LINKS 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Roger Vail Memorial Service – This Afternoon at 2 p.m. 
To celebrate Roger's life, we will have a memorial service this afternoon, August 2nd. Gather with us at 2:00 p.m. for the 
service and repast in the Great Hall, and we invite you to bring your favorite dessert to celebrate Roger, who loved all kinds 
of desserts. Thank you. 
 
 
Let Love Lead You to Consider Joining the Christ Church Vestry 
The nomination of candidates from our flock to stand for election to the Christ Church Vestry has begun! This year, four (4) 
slots are open, and if you are a baptized Christian who is 16 years or older and a giving member of record at Christ Church, 
you are qualified to become a candidate. We need your unique gifts to help us, so we hope you'll consider submitting your 
name. The election will be held at our Annual Meeting, which is scheduled for Sunday, October 18. To offer to stand for 
election, contact our Vestry Nomination Committee by emailing nominations@christchurchcolumbia.org, and they will 
let you know what's needed for this process. You can also pick up a special Let Love Lead flyer in the Narthex, or download 
a copy here. It outlines the responsibilities and commitments of a Vestry member to help you guide your decision. Thank 
you for your consideration. 
 
 
Friday Faith Film – August 7 
In early August, George Toth presents a film in the lower level of the church office building, so bring some shareable treats 
on Friday evening, August 7, and join us in watching Show Me the Father (trailer), a film that explores the lives of five fathers 
and how their lives are each guided by forming a relationship with God. A discussion will follow, and all are welcome to join 
us. 
 
 
MOCC Breakfast - Saturday, August 15 
Join us for French toast and fellowship - the MOCC breakfast is a monthly tradition, and in July, it will take place on Saturday, 
August 15. Set your GPS to Silver Diner at 8250 Gateway Overlook Drive in Columbia. We'll meet at 9:30 a.m., and all 
ages are welcome. You can also set a calendar reminder on your phone for every third Saturday of the month, for that's when 
we always meet up for this tasty start to our weekend. 
 
 
Theology on Tap - Wednesday, August 19 
Join us for brew and banter, suds and spoken word, lager and laughs... no matter what you call it, Theology on Tap is a fun, 
informal get-together where we can chat about interesting religious, spiritual, or social articles of the day, grab a beverage or 
snack, and enjoy fun, engaging, structure-free conversation with other parishioners and friends. We like to use this time to 
speak about things that might be considered a bit casual or light for a Sunday morning at church, but that matter to us, and 
we want to hear others' perspectives on them. If this sounds interesting to you, it's your kind of gathering! Join us at 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, August 19 at Frisco and the Reckless Shepherd at 8895 McGaw Road in Columbia. If you have any 
questions, please speak with any MOCC member or email MOCC@christchurchcolumbia.org. 
 
 
Parish Festival and Ministry Fair… AND DEADLINE FOR MINISTRY LEADERS 
The Christ Church Parish Festival & Ministry Fair, an annual tradition, is back! There's only one worship service that day, 
August 30, so join us in the New Brick sanctuary at 10:00 a.m., followed by a fantastic festival of faith, food, fellowship, and 
FUN! We'll have BBQ goodies, fun for all ages, and an opportunity to learn about the many ministries that make Christ 

mailto:communications@christchurchcolumbia.org
mailto:nominations@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/311cdef2-01a5-4641-aaef-ac1f05a97316.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/311cdef2-01a5-4641-aaef-ac1f05a97316.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4g0CFfGkMk
http://google.com/maps?sca_esv=4a05a75e16d24e36&rlz=1C5ZNUK_enUS1133US1133&output=search&q=Silver+Diner+at+8250+Gateway+Overlook+Drive+in+Columbia&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpuv4o2mTJOu-5cCtQ2JlXsxSMUl7bUXTv2MDO72x8j_pMmDmDPM5rgXj2kTk_AIioOpb2GN5RGeD9ux3paL4I2EVmL6gMbCMzJa_FIncBL-ifLvKG56Rxa90pmaFAn5ffisBzX76ITm6suHNaxsGbYOhU8TgPmP1RMH-9EH8AXyzkERX17oZoiksIYGuXPcU1skQGxQ&entry=mc&ved=1t:200715&ictx=111
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bph28kShZjOf3h__gVf02yuX4MtC5fwoWrnEHqLvzkS1aP952Hp5K-Pcwom3d9j8QPc6Vspd7UU-kCNjvWCh4Db1kVWDXdPQNi8wClQDez4fLMA1Xy0hQaYxgzex8KlW0yKwkpRjKKTbz8SPYsw-mcW0lyoLhq-m&c=dYdbps16krEq9pKceq7omt5Sw8w_qUd11HCjXIgBQyyviIAinynQfQ==&ch=GSdZ7S1gs_3D8SQlgR1pD3h9OA2nTswIBuGhPSMT1uAPZ5NabzcU7g==
mailto:mocc@christchurchcolumbia.org
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Church a very special place. Ministry leaders, this is your opportunity to speak with every parishioner about your beloved 
ministry and get them to join and assist your group in the coming year. If you have had a ministry trifold or flyer in the past, 
please prepare any new information to send to Chris by Sunday, August 16, so that he can get you an updated document in 
time for the Fair. And if your ministry would like a flyer or trifold but hasn't had one before, please email him at 
communications@christchurchcolumbia.org so he can arrange a time to discuss it with you. 
 
 
The 2026 Flea Market - September 19 
Soon, it'll be time for that wonderful Columbia summertime tradition, the Christ Church Flea Market and Craft Fair, presented 
by the WOCC. This year, it's on Saturday, September 19, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (rain date 9/26), and takes place on the Christ 
Church campus. And vendors - you can reserve your spaces now! This community event is open to the public, so come 
see what your neighbors have to offer. There will be housewares, jewelry, books, clothing, tasty baked treats, grilled goodies, 
and so much more! Whether you're a vendor or a participant, you can learn more on our website, which goes live today - 
www.christchurchcolumbia.org/flea-market 
 
 
Centering Prayer - Monday Evenings 
Centering Prayer is a special evening prayer gathering that can help lead to a more intimate union with God. This active 
presence heals, transforms, and offers freedom and peace. Be with us in Old Brick or online via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
evenings. You can also ask for more information by speaking with Kathy Lyon at church or by 
emailing centering@christchurchcolumbia.org. 
 
 
Noonday Healing Eucharist - Thursdays 
Throughout the year, Christ Church offers a midday Healing Eucharist on Thursdays in Old Brick. A member of our clergy 
leads this service of readings, prayers, a litany for healing, and the Holy Eucharist. Parishioners and community members are 
all welcome to join in a prayerful time in the presence of God, and to share in the wonderful mystery of God’s love whilst we 
seek healing for ourselves and our loved ones. Please come in to reflect, pray, and participate in a service held in our beautiful, 
historic chapel. 
 
 
Save the Date: Zoom to Uganda with Friends of Sabina at Our Annual Hybrid Meetup next Sunday, Aug. 9  
Students at Sabina Boarding Primary School are getting ready to interact with you during our annual Zoom meetup with 
Friends of Sabina (FOS), the nonprofit organization that supports the school in rural Uganda. So don’t miss the chance to 
attend at noon on Sunday, Aug. 9 – remotely or in person. (Look for the Zoom code in Parish communications prior to the 
event.) 
 

Parishioners are invited to gather in the Great Hall of New Brick after the 10:30 worship service concludes. Enjoy a light 
lunch, coffee, drinks, and desserts. We’ll hear from students and on-site leaders about personal and campus progress since 
our 2025 meetup. It’s a great show-and-tell. 
 

Christ Church began supporting Sabina Primary School more than a decade ago by first establishing a library. Besides Sonni 
and Teddy Aribiah and sons, parishioners Steve and Linda Alpern and Ellen Boudreau Hoke and the late Charlie Hoke have 
traveled there. Consider making a future trip; you can inquire about it during the Q&A portion of our Zoom session. 
 

Sabina’s library has become a resource not just for the school but for the surrounding community. The Outreach Commission 
at a recent meeting approved donating $3,300 to FOS to pay the librarian’s salary, periodical subscriptions, and a portion of 
internet service. Funds come from the Vestry-approved 2026 Outreach budget derived from your pledges and contributions. 
Thanks to all! 
 

FOS operates the primary school and a nursery program that together enroll several hundred students in Sanje, Uganda. We’ll 
hear from Sabina Administrator Moses Nsubuga, Librarian Richard Tumusiime, and Sponsorship Coordinator Deborah 
Nakiduuli. We’re anticipating a performance by the choir and chats with sponsored students who remain at Sabina or who 
have completed primary grades and are progressing in secondary schools.  
 

mailto:communications@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/flea-market
https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sf66s5CHvfANEAGFz8NhHdsBG2eNUCaWXIPFXn8TVeeOBnq0V8NAkP9gtRPBY2MfDkV5N4Htdeg_J4Zl9ZA_4BmtfWUcEooJJdbIC76Wyz0qpYRi68iEIl3D6rtt-3jFipqt7B_3hXvBXPccYsUkNRsDNOpKWL4W4-feksjTJiXyG1NrWF1yaQ==&c=gPerVqam5oZ-rZ76IsC0kYORcrZ8EPEUEUCi4OAUv9q_p0eoQ4iAWw==&ch=q6Q5qYVkkgt-4jCCqD6xRCPdnM0FNWgEHZQShSpphuuLFmZteVPucw==
mailto:centering@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://www.friendsofsabina.org/
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Nearly a dozen parishioners at Christ Church began sponsoring individual students in 2020, as described on the FOS page 
of the Christ Church website. FOS is now recruiting an additional sponsor: it could be you!  
 

Each of these deserving youngsters comes from families who otherwise cannot afford their schooling, and sponsors commit 
to fund an annual scholarship and to keep in touch. One aim is to form relationships, like family across the miles. FOS helps 
accomplish that goal by encouraging an exchange of letters and occasional video calls. For information on becoming a 
sponsor, email outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org. 
 
 
2026 Auction Assistance is Needed! How About YOU? 
Yes, it's early, but planning a great annual auction takes months, and we need help soon! As we gear up for our 2026 Annual 
Auction—A Night in the Emerald City—we need your energy, ideas, and enthusiasm to make it an unforgettable evening. 
An event like this takes a village, and we are looking for volunteers to help coordinate behind the scenes. Whether you have 
an hour a week to spare or want to take on a larger role, there is a place for you on the team. We'll have an introductory 
Zoom in a few weeks, and we hope you'll jump on when we do - stay tuned for those details. 
 

We are especially eager to welcome Christ Church's younger adults and newcomers to jump in! This is a fantastic opportunity 
to meet fellow parishioners across generations and build lasting friendships within our church family. The auction, as many 
will attest, is a very creative, fun, and vital fundraiser for our church - the LARGEST fundraiser, in fact. It doesn't require 
much energy right now, but the more people we have, the easier the entire production becomes. If you're interested in helping, 
or just have questions, email auction@christchurchcolumbia.org, and we'll help you. Thanks! 
 
 
Help Shape Our Littlest Hearts! 
Our Youth and Family Ministry is growing—an amazing blessing—but it also means we need a little help. Right now, we are 
looking for three enthusiastic volunteers to step into our preschool Sunday School classrooms for the next program year, 
beginning in September. You don't need a degree in theology, of course, just a warm heart and a willingness to share God’s 
love with our littlest ones. The curriculum and all supplies are provided for you, and we have a team of clergy and leaders to 
help you get started and support you along the way. If you can help us fill one of these three spots, please speak with Mother 
Marcia Davenport at church or email revmarcia@christchurchcolumbia.org. You can also call the Church Office to see 
when she is in her office. 
 
 
Interested in Learning About EfM? This Might Be Your Chance to Join this Rewarding Program 
Education for Ministry at Christ Church (EfM) is a rewarding long-term program, a unique, small-group series based on study 
and practice in theological reflection, helping participants discover and nurture their call to Christian service. The first few 
years of EfM at Christ Church have been extremely insightful for its participants, many of whom have experienced unexpected 
yet beautifully transformative experiences while gaining friendships with others in the study group.  
 

Starting now, they're opening a few extra participant spots for next season for both sessions, which begin towards the end of 
this summer. Even if you're currently unsure whether it's the right fit for you, now is the time to ask questions and learn as 
much as you can from its current participants, so you can make an informed and prayerful decision. Learn more by visiting 
www.christchurchcolumbia.org/efm, and by speaking with Mother Marcia Davenport at church. 
 
 
Lay Preaching Webinar Rewatch 
Last week, the Episcopal Preaching Foundation hosted a webinar for those interested in lay preaching. Lay preaching plays a 
vital role in broadening the voice of the church, allowing people to share unique perspectives, personal experiences, and 
authentic reflections on scripture with their fellow faith community. By bringing diverse background stories and everyday life 
insights into our sanctuary, lay preachers help bridge the gap between worship and daily Christian living, not only enriching 
the spiritual life of the congregation but also helping nurture and equip members to recognize and live out their personal 
callings to service. 
 

If you didn't get a chance to register, or if you might be interested in lay preaching but are unsure about how you might fit 

https://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/friends-of-sabina
mailto:outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org
mailto:auction@christchurchcolumbia.org
mailto:revmarcia@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://hr4j7hpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgPMMjXisk5AH54R02cvtrJJW1PjGA0OYvIw0WjaC3D2U5kDgIXkI04XpF-Sk8E1z8-aEJ18mfUdm8YurTT8VKLS-K9fgMqgl3Gih-HCr8yFkUrVcQuCwY3zSjnBmaB-3GlSHVagSuomWce_gCRnJU2orfLFO_gMl53xE1kC9Jw=&c=dFtFTQa8Ja6S21yfAd3Z7Xnseg8TABomxVVrpcTOlLwMp6eFtllDBw==&ch=vUAkPO3yxdLE-29VF8DI_3N7evXkS4Btn3EGRylYTFVV3hxL4BK9WA==
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into the process, you can watch the webinar here and see if it might be for you. If, after viewing this webinar, you're more 
interested in this ministry, speak with Father Manny, and he will help you begin your lay preaching journey. 
 
 
The Discussion about a Path Forward for Christ Church Continues 
Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in last Sunday's presentation. A PDF of the consultant's presentation 
is available here, and we invite you to view it in detail. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please send them 
to the Vision/Strategy Committee at vision@christchurchcolumbia.org, and they will share them with the entire 
committee. A path forward is only possible with the input of our broader community, and we look forward to yours. 
 
 
An Organ Donation is Needed for a Member of Our Vestry 
Parishioner Jim Berkson, who was baptized here at Christ Church last year, requires a kidney transplant. He is on the 
transplant list for a deceased donor, but a living donor has many advantages, including a longer lifespan, being able to avoid 
dialysis, and being guaranteed a transplant. Please consider giving the gift of life. If you are interested in or curious about Jim's 
case, please speak with Jim at church, with Father Manny, or with a vestry member. You can also download a PDF of Jim's 
here. Thank you very much. 
 
 
Let Your Love for Christ Church Show! Get a Few of Our New Magnets 
Bring a part of Christ Church into your home with our beautiful new custom magnets! We are offering two unique 3" x 5" 
designs: our classic CEC shield, and the vibrant 300th Anniversary Learning from Our History, Living into Our Future tree. Perfect 
for your refrigerator, filing cabinet, car, or any magnetic surface, these heavy-duty magnets are a wonderful way to show your 
parish pride and support our community. 
 

Each magnet is yours for only $6, or you can get one of each for just ten dollars! Speak with Yetti at church, stop by the office 
to pick yours up, or leave a good-faith donation in the boxes in the Narthex and grab yours there. You can also pay in advance 
- simply go to Realm and write "Magnet" in the memo line - or pay by cash or check when you get yours. Thank you for 
helping promote our amazing church while supporting the 300th Anniversary celebration! 
 
 
Collection of Lightweight, Natural-fiber Clothing Continues Until Aug. 30 to Help Visually-Impaired People and 
their Families in Nigeria 
Christ Church is supporting a late-summer clothing drive by Living Above Limitation Charity Foundation (LALCF), which 
sends lightweight, natural-fiber garments to visually-impaired people in Nigeria. Their disabled residents and their families 
face greater barriers than the general population and may not be able to afford sufficient clothing.  
  

Dr. Liz Trimnell of Laurel, Md., founded the charity to provide Braille classes, vocational training, white canes and similar 
aids to the blind. Read about its work on its Facebook page. She made a presentation last Spring to the Outreach 
Commission, which is sponsoring the drive under the direction of Sonni Aribiah. Her planned shipment by ocean freighter 
is intended to arrive in time for Christmas in Calabar, Nigeria, which is Sonni’s hometown. The visually-impaired men and 
women who rely upon LALCF for better lives – and their spouses and children – eagerly anticipate its arrival.  
  

At Christ Church, the deadline is Sunday, Aug. 30, which is the same day as the Parish Festival & Ministry Fair. Look for the 
marked box in the Narthex. New or gently used clothing should be suitable for wear in a tropical climate and made of cotton, 
linen, flax, bamboo, and other natural fibers. No synthetics! Please bring the following:  

• Men’s – T-shirts and polo shirts (Sizes S–XL); Lightweight pants and jeans (waist sizes 28–42); Shorts (S-XL); Casual 
button-down shirts (S-XL).  

• Women’s – T-shirts (Sizes S-XL or 6-18); Casual dresses and skirts (Sizes S–XL); Blouses and tops (Sizes S-XL or 6-
18).  

• Children’s – Everyday play clothes for boys and girls; School-appropriate clothes, all sizes; Infant and toddler clothes, 
all sizes. 

 

https://bit.ly/LayPreachingWebinar
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/cd0cfc90-c453-44b7-bf69-2fd72a1b68ca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/cd0cfc90-c453-44b7-bf69-2fd72a1b68ca.pdf
mailto:vision@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/dc7ba1b4-6876-4978-8fa7-c29982583feb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72ef4cfc301/dc7ba1b4-6876-4978-8fa7-c29982583feb.pdf
https://onrealm.org/christchurchcolumbia/give/300
https://www.facebook.com/groups/615760622812624/
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