Whom do you trust?

H READ: A sclection from 1 Kings 1817-29

© At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, "0 Lord, God of Abraham,

i Isaae, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God it Esrael, that I am your servant, and that [ have

b done all these things at your bidding. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that this people may know that vou,
¢ O Lord, are God, and that you hove turned their kearts back.  Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the
! burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked wp the water thet was in the trench. When
all the peaple saw it, they fell on their foces and said, “The Lord indeed s God: the Lord indeed {5 God.”

8 REFLECT:
Can you imagine such a showdown between God and some other god today?

Say the other god is happiness—well meaning, certainly, but not a path to salvation, Who
:would win in a competition between the Triune God and happiness? In theory, God, But in
: practice, we're used to seeing the gods of the werld win cut. Popular Instagram accounts
i seem to depict lives filled with so much joy. Books written by financial gurus make them

. seem so much more secure than we are. Even the gods of minimalism make their disciples
. appear to be far more content than those of us who wership Christ.

- It leaves us wondering: |5 God really powerful? Can God make me more joyful than

. happiness can? Does God hold my future more than good retirement savings can? Is it
: possible to be satisfied in Jesus even if | haven't thoughtfully chosen every chject in my
i home?

The answer is a hearty yveas! It may not always seem like it, but the God we worship is the
same God Elijah worshiped, the God who sent the water-logoed altar up in Rames. Lel's ask
God with trust and conviction to show himself to us and deepean our trust in him.

H PRAY:

Almighty God, | know 10 my head that you alone are God, but | don't always believe it in my
heart. The gods of health and happinass are so saductive, Forgive me for putting my trust
in them. Give me confidence in you and your power, Armen,



