CHRIST EPISCOPAIL CHURCH

Extending the Love and Embrace of Christ
THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 11

Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 24, 2023 | 8:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.
You may stream this service from Christ Church’s website, YouTube, or Facebook pages.

Welcome Home!

Welcome to worship at Christ Episcopal Church. If this is your first time with us, we
invite you to complete a visitor’s form. Our website provides up to date information
about our vibrant church community: christchurchcolumbia.org. This bulletin contains
all you need to join us in worship, everyone is welcome to receive communion at
God’s table, and the clergy are happy to speak with you at any time.

We are delighted you’re here. Welcome home!



Music Prelude | Choir of Christ Episcopal Church; Nathan Clark, trumpet; Rob Singer, trumpet
Todd Stubbs, trombone; Zachary Johnson, trombone

Instrumental Prelude | God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

Good King Wenceslas
Hymn 89 | It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol
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Anthem | Ave Maria

Anthem | O Holy Night

Anthem | Go Tell it on the Mountain
Anthem | Sing We Now of Christmas

Anthem | Huron Carol

Gabriel Faure

Adolphe Adam

arr. by William Farley Smith
arr. by Mark Kellner

Dan Forrest
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Hymn 83 | O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste fideles
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6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Faiher,
now in tlesh appearing;
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Candle-Lighting |

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant:
People:

The Collect for Purity

Celebrant:

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.

And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, alleluia.
God is the Lord; He has shined upon us, alleluia.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word; Grant that
this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise 96 (V. 1, 4) | Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria
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The Collect of the Day |

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant
that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

Amean.
The people may be seated.

A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 |
Reader: A Reading from Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Reader: The word of the Lozrd.
People: Thanks be to God.



The following psalm is read responsively by half-verse.

Psalm 96 | Cantate Domino
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Let the heav'ns re - joice, and the earth

Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

Antiphon

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

Antiphon

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Antiphon

be glad!




A Reading from Titus 2:11-14 |

Reader: A Reading from Titus.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
The people stand as able for the singing of the hymn and the reading of the Gospel.

Sequence Hymn 87 | Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Refrain
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The Gospel | Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told

them.
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

Sermon | The Rev’d Emmanuel Ato Mercer, Rector



The Nicene Creed |
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The people stand as able.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People |

This Christmas, Lord, we give thanks that you have looked with favor upon your people, sending your only
son to walk among us, offering us forgiveness and salvation. We pray: ""Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

Jesus called us to follow his way and be your Church. We pray for all who are part of the Church Universal
and all whose faith is known to you alone. We pray those who’ve yet to encounter the glorious love of God
may come to know you. We ask your blessings for The Episcopal Church in the Philippines; St. John’s, Deer
Park; St. Matthew’s, Oakland; St. Peter’s, Lonaconing; and for our ordained leaders, Michael, Eugene, Carrie,
Manny, and Denise. ""Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"

We pray the peace of God which passes all understanding may blanket the world, bringing an end to all
violence, ignorance, and hatred. We ask that you guide the nation’s leaders to strive for peace and justice. As
you watched over Joseph and Mary on their long journey to Bethlehem, we ask that you watch over all refugees
around the world. We ask that you protect and guide all serving in the military, especially Kofi Abdallah and
Conner Warlow. "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"

Lord, we lift up with gratitude the organizations within our community that strive to make a difference in
answering your command to love our neighbors: FISH, Grassroots Crisis Center, Columbia Community Care,
The Dorsey Day Center, Springfield Hospital, Bridges to Housing Stability, Dream Builders, and many more.
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

O God, those who are ill, mourning, scared, and alone may find Christmas a difficult time; we ask that you
surround them with your boundless comfort, praying especially for Mollie, Virginia, Nathan, Jim, Stephen,
Debbie, Sarah, Doug, Mary Ann, Lexi, Jon, Dennis, Barbara, Sherry, Tim, Christine, Patricia, Cindy, Roberta,
Samuel, Ashley, Alta, Farris, Mildred, Nell, and those we now name. O Christ, our Savior, who gave us new
life in you, we pray for all who have passed knowing that you welcome them into eternal life, especially for
Jeremiah Darden and those we now name. We pray: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!"

As we celebrate your birth, Jesus, we give thanks for all who are visiting with us today. We pray you’ll be
enriched by worshipping with us as your presence enriches us. We give thanks for those who'll celebrate their
birthday, baptismal anniversary, or wedding anniversary this week: Gardiner, Gail, Jonathan, Kristen, Tanis,
Ben, Nii, Stephen, Paul, Tanner, James & Catherine; Melanie; Jo Emily & Nathaniel Knox and Pamela &
Shannon Pruitt "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word
became flesh and lived among us...” May we continue to follow in Jesus’ way, embodying God’s love and
sharing it with all whom we encounter. Amen.

The Peace |
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated.

Welcome and Announcements |
11



THE HOLY COMMUNION

Choral Offertory | Welcome, Lord Jesus Richard Shepherd

Please scan to give.

Doxology Hymn 82 (v. 4) | Divinum mrysterinm
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Eucharistic Prayer B |
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Celebrant:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

|
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The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be

consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People: ~ We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

13



The Lord’s Prayer |
Celebrant:

All:

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lotd of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread |

Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome at God’s table.

You may receive just the bread if you prefer.

If you wish, the Eucharistic minister may take the bread from your hand, dip it in the wine and give it back to yon.

If you do not wish to take Commmunion, you may come forward and cross your arms over your chest to recezve a blessing.
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Fraction Anthem | Hymn 324 (V. 2) | King of Kings
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Instrumental Meditation | What Child is This Traditional, arr. Jeft Smallman
Brass quartet and organ
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2 The cat - tle are low -ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
#3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask thee to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head.
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus no cry - ing he makes.
close by me for ev - er, and love me I pray.
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e . | | ' . @ . e
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The stars in  the bright sky looked down where he lay,
| love thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in thy ten - der care,
_Q—G | | .
' | e |, ., - |
L e ., v e . ]
) \ | !
the lit - tle Lord Je-sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my side un - dl morn - ing is nigh.
and fit us for hea-ven to live with  thee there.
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The Station at the Christmas Creche

Celebrant: The glory of the Lord has been revealed.
People: And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of your loving providence
in the Coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the Virgin Mary. Grant that as he

shared our mortality, so we may share his eternity in the glory of your kingdom; where he
lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn 111 | Silent Night, Holy Night
Q I lr) N K1 — K K1« I | h 1 ]
(~ RE S 1 i - N I  — bt .- {
%bg\_/g:g s ﬁq s 5
Si lent night, ho - Iy night, all is  calm,
Si lent night, ho - Iy night, shep - herds quake
Si lent night, ho - ly night, Son of God,
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love’s pure light ra diant beams from thy ho - Iy face,
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Ho ly in - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in hea - ven-ly
heaven - ly hosts___ sing al - le-lu - ia; Christ, the Sa - vior, is
with the dawn of re - deem ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at thy
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peace Sleep in hea ven - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sa vior, is born!
birth. Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth.
’—\
1\—'—i : \J I | ‘Lh ‘lh- ) } T } |
P : 8 . ——* L S i
d | | | M 1 |
I V D * E D |

Stille Nacht



Post-Communion Prayer | BCP 365

Celebrant:

All:

Christmas Blessing |

Celebrant:

People:
Celebrant:

Celebrant:

Celebrant:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with
joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you
his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you forever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 100 | Joy to the World
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ceive her King; let ev - ery heart pre - pare him room, and
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, re-
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings flow far
na-tions prove the glo - ries of his right - eous - mness, and
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heaven and ma - ture
peat the sound-ing
as the curse is

won - ders of  his

sing,

Joy,
found,

love,
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
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The Dismissal |

The Deacon dismisses the people, who respond:
Thanks be to God!

Postlude | In Dulci Jubilo Michael Praetorius; arr. by Craig Garner

PERMISSIONS - New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer, 1979, Church Publishing. Public Domain. | Music and
texts under copyright are reprinted and broadcast by permission under OneLicense.net #A-701378

PARISH CALENDAR
DECEMBER 24 TO DECEMBER 30

Sunday, December 24 — Christmas Eve

12:30 — 5:30 pm Tabernacle of David Church — Old Brick

4:00 pm Christmas Eve Pageant Service — New Brick, upper level
6:00 — 10:00 pm Ministerio Embajadores M.E.]. — Parish Hall, lower level
7:30 pm Christmas Eve Service — New Brick, upper level

10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service — New Brick, upper level

Monday, December 25 — Christmas — Church Office Closed
10:00 am Christmas Day Service — New Brick, upper level

Tuesday, December 26 — Church Office Closed
11:00 — 12:00 pm Weekly Staff Meeting — Zoom

12:00 — 1:00 pm Virtual Coffee Hour — Zoom

7:00 — 11:00 pm Ministerio Embajadores M.E.J. — Parish Hall, lower level
Wednesday, December 27

7:00 am Morning Prayer Livestream

7:00 — 8:00 pm Adult Children of Alcoholics — Parish Hall, lower level
Thursday, December 28

8:00 am Morning Prayer Livestream

12:00 pm Healing Eucharist — Old Brick

12:00 — 1:00 pm Virtual Coffee Hour — Zoom

7:00 — 11:00 pm Ministerio Embajadores M.E.]. — Parish Hall, lower level
Friday, December 29

7:00 am Morning Prayer Livestream

7:00 pm Evening Prayer Livestream

8:00 pm — 12:00 am  Tabernacle of David Church — Old Brick

Saturday, December 30
2:00 pm AA Meeting, Parish Hall, lower level
7:00 — 11:00 pm Ministerio Embajadores M.E.J. — Parish Hall, lower level
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

To submit announcements for publication,

email to communications@christchurchcolumbia.org by Tuesday evening

For a digital copy of this service leaflet with website links, etc., visit the main page of our website.

Celebrate Christmas Day - December 25
Christmas Day Eucharist is a truly wonderful service taking place this Monday, and in 2023 it takes place in the
Sanctuary of New Brick. And so, as the hymnist suggested... “Comze and worship. .. worship Christ, the new-born King!”

Church Office Closed

Christ Church's office will be closed next Monday and Tuesday, December 25th and 26th, in observance of Christmas,
and again on Monday and Tuesday, January 1st and 2nd, in observance of New Year's Day. If you need anything
during these times, please email info@christchurchcolumbia.org or call Father Manny, and we'll get back to you.

New Year's Eve Worship - December 31

We will gather together for this final day of 2023 and collectively begin the New Year with worship and prayers for a
healthier, safer, and more peaceful year to come. Join us at 8:00 a.m. in Old Brick and at 10:30 for Jazz Eucharist with
the Leister Quartet in New Brick.

New Year's Day - January 1
Celebrating the first morning of the New Year is always special, so join us at 10 a.m. in New Brick for Holy Eucharist
and a ringing in of the new year.

WOCC Meeting - January 2

The Women of Christ Church will have their first meeting of 2024 at a new date and time. We'll gather this month
on Tuesday, January 2nd at 1:30 p.m. so join either in person in the lower level of New Brick or virtually on Zoom,
and learn about the plans for the coming year. The Zoom link is HERE, the Meeting ID is 843 0204 4790, and the
Passcode is cecWOCC.

First Wednesday Fellowship - January 3

The inaugural FWF for 2024 will ring in the New Year in style, with a community potluck dinner and games of all
sorts! This is also the only FWF we have until after Lent and Easter, so be sure to join us and unwind for a few hours
after the holiday madness subsides. Please bring a dish that your family typically enjoys, and share your holiday stories!
As mentioned, this will be the only FWF gathering until the spring, but we're still very busy! We hope that you will
attend the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 13th and the Wednesday Lenten Supper Series throughout
late February and March. Stay tuned for more on those gatherings in the new year.

CEC Book Club - January 11

Christ Church's Book Club decided to take a break this month to focus on Advent and Christmas. We'll return in the
new year and meet for about an hour or so on Friday evenings to discuss a chapter or two of our current book. The
CECBC is always welcoming new people into our group, so if this sounds like something you might enjoy, give it a
shot! Email Ellen Hoke at bookclub@christchurchcolumbia.org for more information.

Parish Budget Meeting for 2024 - January 14

On Sunday, January 14th, we encourage everyone to join us right after the 10:30 service for Christ Church's 2024
Budget Meeting. It's a vital part of our common life process each year and we hope you'll attend so we can all see
how our gifts are to be used throughout the parish. The Zoom link is here, the Meeting ID is 863 3493 0960, and
the Password is CECBudget.
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Theology on Tap - January 16

The first ToT gathering of 2024 takes place on Tuesday, January 14th at Frisco and the Reckless Shepherd in
Columbia. Come and join us around 7:15 p.m. for informal discussion about relevant topics of the day. Engaging,
peaceful banter is our aim, and we always welcome new folks to our group!

MOCC Monthly Breakfast - January 20

The Men of Christ Church will gather at a new location for their first MOCC Breakfast of 2024. Everyone is welcome
to eat with us at IHOP in Columbia on Saturday, January 20th at 9:30 a.m. The address is 8825 Centre Park Dr,
Columbia, MD.

Bible Studies and Lunch - February 7

Christ Church will offer Bible Studies beginning on February 7, 2024. This Bible Study series will explore the
Lectionary Readings for each coming Sunday. The class will meet in the Conference Room in the Parish House and
then have lunch together at a local restaurant. Bible Study will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will be led by the clergy and/or
postulants of the parish.

Meals Ministry

The Stewardship season focuses on the giving of our time, talent, and treasure, and one way to do so is by lending a
hand to those in need. Christ Church's Pastoral Care Commission is growing its Meals Ministry to ensure that
someone is always available to provide a meal to those who need one. If you would like to help, or if you know
someone in need of this service, please speak with Deacon Denise or email her
at deacondenise@christchurchcolumbia.org.

Help Us Plan Christ Church's 300th Birthday

We are gathering and planning for Christ Church’s 300th year - such an important milestone for our church - and we
want participation and ideas from as many of us as possible. There are a variety of committees that you can serve on
and so we would like to encourage everyone to consider being a part of this historic occasion. If you have ideas, are
interested in  assisting, or need more information, please speak with Robin Bradley or
email 300@christchurchcolumbia.org.

Columbia Community Care Takes a Holiday Break and accepts Donation of High-Demand Diapers and
Baby Wipes from Christ Church
Christ Church has met the requests of Columbia Community Care (CCC) for a greater supply of baby wipes and

large diapers. “We give out so many every weekend, mostly sizes 3 through 6,” the organization’s pantry manager,
April Lee, told Christ Church Outreach Commission member Melanie Yaksich. In response, we made two drop-offs
at the CCC pantry, taking several boxes of parishioners’ donations on Dec. 9 and multiple boxes of diapers and wipes
on Dec. 13 (see photos).

That dropoff included seven boxes of diapers and dozens of packages of wipes, which the Outreach Commission
approved for purchase at $277. These are vestry-approved Outreach budget funds derived from parishioners’
donations to Christ Church. From the Outreach Commission on behalf of Howard County families in need, please
accept this hearty “Thank You!”

CCC has announced that its distribution sites will close on Saturday, Dec. 23, and on Saturday, Dec. 30, for the
holidays. The CCC shoppers pantry will close on Saturday, Dec. 23, but will reopen for home deliveries on Saturday,
Dec. 30. Check the CCC Facebook Group for updates.
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CCC also announced that it has paused taking new orders for home deliveries until it can fulfill a backlog of 160-plus
orders in its queue. At the same time, CCC made a plea for volunteers to make deliveries, as soon as Dec. 30 or in
January. To volunteer, please go to this CCC SignUpGenius link.

Or, to help CCC keep up its inventory of diapers and wipes, put them along with sanitary and personal care items in
the yellow bin, marked “CCC,” inside the Parish Hall. Our point of contact is Leigh Smith, who monitors the bin and
delivers its contents.

Friends of Sabina Invites a Parishioner to Sponsor 15-year-old Lydia
Leaders of the nonprofit, Friends of Sabina (FOS), are currently seeking a sponsor for 15-year-old Lydia, whose
destitute family resorted to interrupting her schooling to help make ends meet. The girl went to Uganda’s capital,

Kampala, to work as a housemaid. But now she has returned home to Sanje, Uganda, and re-enrolled at Sabina
Boarding Primary School, which Christ Church supports through the Outreach Commission.

“She has high potential as she has always placed high in her class,” according to FOS, which since taking over the
operation of Sabina strives to help students excel in their studies despite personal obstacles. Lydia’s favorite subject
is English and her favorite hobby is netball (see photo). She comes from a family of five whose father is deceased and
whose mother works as a food vendor. For information, please email Christ Church Outreach
at outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org.

Sponsors commit to fund an annual scholarship, which for a primary-level student such as Lydia, costs $50 a month
or $600 a year. Another goal is to form relationships, like family across the miles. FOS helps accomplish that goal
through its newsletters and by encouraging an exchange of letters and occasional video calls. FOS leader Ann Marie
Davis, while on-site in Uganda, arranged a video call with sponsors a few days ago.

A group of parishioners began to sponsor nine students at Sabina in 2020 and embraced two more earlier this year.
Find a photo collage of seven of the nine children, pictured in 2020, on the FOS page of the Christ Church website.
Sponsorship of Roger, 10, and Phionah, 15, came about in July during a Zoom session with parishioners. See it
on our website: “An Incredibly Heartwarming Zoom Recap with Friends of Sabina”.

A highlight of that session was a children’s choir performance, posted as FOS Choir July 23, 2023 on the Christ
Church YouTube channel. “The children’s choir is lovely; we enjoy listening to them on campus,” says Davis, noting

the rendition of “Sanctus-Latin” had been part of a prize-winning repertoire during a regional competition.

Please Donate All Kinds of Grocery Non-Perishables and Toiletries to FISH

FISH of Howard County needs non-perishable foods and toiletries. FISH provides committed support to select
families in need. Please put donations in the basket at the altar or in the marked yellow bin on the breezeway between
Old Brick and Parish Hall. The neighbors you help give thanks for all you do in their support.

DreamBuilders: Save the Date!

DreamBuilders will be having its General Meeting on Sunday, February 4th from 3-5 p.m. at Temple Isaiah in
Fulton. We will be talking about our upcoming Kentucky trip this June, when we hope to "blitz build" THREE
Houses in one week! It’s going to be great fun, and we’ve got lots of pictures from last summer’s trip to show you at
the meeting, so mark your calendars - see you there!
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Remember Christ Church
in Your End-of-Year Giving

As we prepare for Christmas and the beginning of the New Year, it is our hope that you will be able to gather with
family and friends to celebrate the season.

Although it has been a long and difficult year, we also give thanks, especially during this season of gratitude and joy,
and we ask you to consider how Christ Church has touched your life and the lives of your loved ones. We pray that
you will reflect on how the different ministries that abound here at Christ Church have touched someone and
changed their lives and that you will consider a gift to Christ Church as part of your end-of-year giving.

Christ Church depends on your faithful and generous support in transforming lives. Your generosity makes it
possible for Christ Church to offer a faithful nurturing space, enriching worship for children and adults, and a place
of deep comfort. Your giving allows Christ Church to thrive and grow during uncertain and difficult times. More
importantly, your giving ensures that Christ Church continues its life-sustaining ministries.

We invite you to prayerfully consider supporting Christ Church with a gift:
tinyurl.com/CEC-endofyear

With our best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Fr. Manny+
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Christmas Tradition

In a few days, we will be celebrating Christmas. Many of us would be traveling to be with family and
friends. It is a very special time of the year, and I am so glad that our lives cross other lives and together we
celebrate the joy of being together, as family, friends or even strangers. The spirit of the season is so
riveting and the joy with which children make the best of the season is what makes it all worthwhile.

I was chatting with a group of friends the other day and one of the things we talked about was family
Christmas traditions. That sounded a little strange to me because I don’t remember any family tradition at
Christmas when I was growing up. I remember that on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, we went to
church, and upon our return, had some food, which was usually rice with chicken stew, a bottle of soda,
crackers, and candy. For many of our neighbors, the bottle of soda was the only soda that they had in a
year.

One of them asked if we (my siblings and I) received gifts. Indeed, we received Christmas gifts, but these
were typically clothes or shoes, and we usually got them before Christmas so we could wear them to
Church on Christmas Day. Apart from that, there was nothing like wrapping gifts, putting them under a
Christmas tree, exchanging the gifts, and unwrapping them on Boxing Day.

I shared that story in another conversation about Christmas traditions with a friend, who then shared her
family Christmas tradition with me. Her family exchanged gifts on Boxing Day, and not on Christmas Day,
and when the family relocated to the United States, they kept their tradition of wrapping gifts, putting them
under a Christmas Tree, exchanging the gifts, and unwrapping them on Boxing Day, and not on Christmas
Day. Although her family now live in different places across this country, they have largely kept to that
Christmas tradition of exchanging gifts on Boxing Day.
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The idea of keeping to that tradition of exchanging gifts on Boxing Day sounded intriguing. In spite of
what their American neighbors did, they stuck to their tradition. The story reminded me of the extent to
which tradition shapes and influences our lives;-we get used to a particular way of doing things, and so
long as we find great value in it, we stick to it - no matter what.

Although my family didn’t have a Christmas tradition, I do have one now. On Christmas Day, my children
wake up very early in the morning and unwrap their gifts. It is always a joy to see the excitement on their
taces - especially when they get the stuff that they asked for. And no matter how old they are, they still
scream when they unwrap their gifts.

Christ Church has many Christmas traditions - one of which is the Angel Tree. A few days ago, on behalf
of Christ Church, some of our Outreach team prepared all the items that many of you donated and sent
them to the Salvation Army to be given to the twelve assigned children. Like my children and many others,
these 12 could now have wrapped gifts under their Christmas trees - if that might be their tradition, too. I
am thankful that, with your generous support, we helped their Christmas tradition come alive.

If I may ask - are you alone this Christmas? What is your Christmas tradition? Are you planning on being
with your family? Have you purchased all your gifts? Do you have them wrapped and ready for the
Christmas tree?

For me, the wonderful thing about Christmas is the tradition that each family develops and keeps over
time. It is the tradition that holds and binds a family together so that even in times when we have lost
family members, are far from our families, or perhaps estranged from others within our families, we may
still remember the tradition that once connected us and renewed our love for one another.

For all the commercialization of Christmas, the underpinning reality is that the ability to give and receive
gifts is at the heart of what Christmas is about. We gather to celebrate Christmas because God gave God’s
self to us in the person of Jesus Christ. And we gather to celebrate Christmas because we faithfully
received the gift of Jesus Christ that God gave to us. And with our gifts to each other, we express that
same spirit of giving and receiving as a representation of the very first act of God.

I am very grateful for this community of faith and all it represents. I am grateful for the gift of you - God’s
masterpiece. I am grateful for the gift of your families and the joy you all bring to this place. I am grateful
for your faithfulness. I am grateful for the Christmas traditions you hold dear and the ones that connect
you with your loved ones and many others. I am grateful to God for everything.

Although it has been a difficult year, I’d like to add that despite all our challenges, this Christmas will be
special because you chose to honor your loved ones and others. You chose to remember and to hold on to
the joy of a Christmas tradition - the joy of giving and receiving the unquenchable gift of love.

I wish you a very Merry Christmas.

Manny+
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The Jesse Tree Takes Us to Christmas Eve!

The Jesse Tree, a Christ Church tradition that honors the genealogy of Jesus Christ, continues with
two new characters each day between now and Christmas Eve. Our own Jesse Tree, complete with
beautiful hand-made ornaments by artist Jenn Lavanish, is in the Narthex, and Mother Marcia
Davenport posts a brief video explaining each Jesse Tree character and lesson. Those who wish to
honor this wonderful, daily tradition will find a brief Scripture reading and an ornament template to
print, decorate, and display on a Jesse Tree of their own on our website throughout Advent. You can

find all this at www.christchurchcolumbia.org/jessetree.

Children & Youth Ministry Schedule
December 31: There is no 9 a.m. service and no Sunday School.

Save the Dates for these 2024 Youth and Family Events
o Skiing trip to Whitetail: TBD
o Discovery Weekend Youth Retreat @ St. John's: January 20-21; register HERE.
« Souper-Bowl Fundraiser: February 11
« Diocese of Maryland's ""Happening" Retreat: February 16-18
« Easter Egg Hunt: March 31
o New Beginnings: April 19-21
e Youth Sunday: April 28
« Mothers' Day Flower Sale: May 11
e DreamBuilders Blitz-Building Outreach: June 16-22
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dMqMFQXmN4VAaz6Hm4BuoYpuCfK7bjXAyIRjPctPLqmTM5NDkSTwyehs0KImsl_52y25_xoLYApexwB8N7l9UoeANm75AV_cPtXcPUgPQAPPNGHole-ibFhjGhQS8b5OdUWoR0m9iBCmBvy3rwMZ0XSI1iJ803uE0se_Hh43iOA=&c=q_-GeIhlZxG75tgHcdY30A7te6pJBZG1OmW4zw6mAmqbzcIf1smTDw==&ch=Q5IyO-xCGMCPAM2Fk07J2eBOXQAUALfV1GeII-1xbSIxMtvtwWhdSQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NDdoIXXK8bdp3VlJgYzxVS_rmeCZlI8RRvDl-iT9Nia2aAwQAKAw-Yps4UggrWJP3A4z9XfW1IqmvceBlSC3suEbCGDost35wIB_LR2OSY1oMs-rhf3g21Z7VIGqHzzVZlfV_tXv5u72s0LVzzuxskcnlkrkw8LxU5wdcreFzx_fZeBej5G57L-hs70WjrHCCyAZ7-jURn3RPuXid_nZ1mhLgUAkAEyCBoCSZu0uUsTiTNw739GJnAvUY4S2_087kCfqAM1KiBLSozRbBMumTLa2a2JC7YSfXXBct19b46pAccEMl4jGQSK7NXITl8HOzJdMvtSOuZFh3tVPKr7v5A89L3GEVPfGidSlJs2Kd9PaAUVMxfhsGQ==&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dMqMFQXmN4VAaz6Hm4BuoYpuCfK7bjXAyIRjPctPLqmTM5NDkSTwySiMQGyfdh0aZGdkr-fZDUq6EQcCFvc7yrwhsnBYIsev7t2SKPc4ot7oWZeeC7E8bAAacHKDuHRrU3TWpZfYDS3IWTjnW2-hf9iykR2iy6wLLWTPyEm88M30ibZYamVqVrdjC_ip_x4S8Qp13V4PYk1FxTgYb3MHNg7XMo1W29V1&c=q_-GeIhlZxG75tgHcdY30A7te6pJBZG1OmW4zw6mAmqbzcIf1smTDw==&ch=Q5IyO-xCGMCPAM2Fk07J2eBOXQAUALfV1GeII-1xbSIxMtvtwWhdSQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dMqMFQXmN4VAaz6Hm4BuoYpuCfK7bjXAyIRjPctPLqmTM5NDkSTwySiMQGyfdh0aZGdkr-fZDUq6EQcCFvc7yrwhsnBYIsev7t2SKPc4ot7oWZeeC7E8bAAacHKDuHRrU3TWpZfYDS3IWTjnW2-hf9iykR2iy6wLLWTPyEm88M30ibZYamVqVrdjC_ip_x4S8Qp13V4PYk1FxTgYb3MHNg7XMo1W29V1&c=q_-GeIhlZxG75tgHcdY30A7te6pJBZG1OmW4zw6mAmqbzcIf1smTDw==&ch=Q5IyO-xCGMCPAM2Fk07J2eBOXQAUALfV1GeII-1xbSIxMtvtwWhdSQ==

We have a pledge goal of $550,000 this year. $550,000 GOAL

To date, we have $353,646 in pledges.

Thank you.

$353,646

Your faithfulness is what makes life happen at Christ Church. Your
faithfulness makes Christ Church stronger. Your faithfulness enables
our parish to embrace, with courage, the task that God has for us. We
need to remember that Christ Church is completely dependent on this
faithfulness. Your beloved Christ Church counts on you and your faithful
giving.

Stewardship 2024

We are so blessed to have a community of dedicated parishioners who support
our ministry of faithful service, and we hope that each parishioner will
prayerfully consider their contribution to Christ Church. You may pick up a
pledge card in the Narthex to complete, or you can complete one electronically
on our website - www.christchurchcolumbia.org/2024-pledge

Text Giving
You can give securely and conveniently by using your mobile phone! Simply text CECGIVING to 73256, and you'll
receive a secure link to our page where you can set up a one-time or recurring gift.

Online Giving
You can also continue to pledge and give to Christ Church online. It's a safe and secure method of contributing

toward your annual pledge or another offering. Whether it's a one-time donation or a recurring gift, you can go to
our overview page for instructions and links. Signing up is fast and easy; if you need assistance doing so, or if you
have any Stewardship-related questions, please contact us at info@christchurchcolumbia.org

You can read the November 2023 Vestry-approved monthly report here.

27
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dMqMFQXmN4VAaz6Hm4BuoYpuCfK7bjXAyIRjPctPLqmTM5NDkSTwycm7r_1N4CYs_altV2789Du2O3xpPjseMKNggJTVVWVioGD5OKl4w0Y_qpN4tiTfOmB-R7PLUGkpiATGaXvi5_NmrMWMSQX0nbKDWs6FUMynF-MQ5LMBAyA=&c=q_-GeIhlZxG75tgHcdY30A7te6pJBZG1OmW4zw6mAmqbzcIf1smTDw==&ch=Q5IyO-xCGMCPAM2Fk07J2eBOXQAUALfV1GeII-1xbSIxMtvtwWhdSQ==
mailto:info@christchurchcolumbia.org
https://e3bc11a7-af9c-4a46-a8a8-d6efdf36250e.usrfiles.com/ugd/e3bc11_74841105f5954200899cd0855f94aefa.pdf
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