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Quakers, or the Religious Society of Friends, hold beliefs that range from
very liberal to conservative, depending on the branch of the religion. Some
Quaker services consist of silent meditation only, while others resembile
Protestant services. Christian qualities are far more important to Quakers
than doctrines.

Originally called "Children of the Light," "Friends in the Truth" "Friends of the
Truth," or "Friends,” the Quakers chief belief is that there is in avery man, as o
supernatural gift from God, an inward illumination of the Gospel's truth,



FAST FACTS

Quaker Religion

Fuil Name: Religious Society of Friends
Also Known As: Quakers: Friends.

Founding: Founded in Engiand by George Fox (1624-1891) in the
mid-17th century.

Other Prominent Founders: William Edmondson, Richard

Worldwide Membership: An estimated 300,000.
Prominent Quaker Beliefs: Quakers emphasize a belisf in the

‘inner light,” a guiding illumination by the Holy Spirit. They don't

military service, and war.

Quicker Beliefs

sacrament and that formal observances are not necessary. Quakers hold
that baptism is an inward, not outward, act.

Bible: Quakers beliefs stress individual revelation, but the Bible is truth. All

who inspired the Bible, does not contradict Himself.

Communion: Spiritual communion with God, experienced during silent
meditation, is one of the common Quakers beliefs.

Creed: Quakers do not have a written creed. Instead, they hold to personal



that the question of the afterlife is a matter of speculation.

Jesus Christ: While Quakers beliefs say that God is revedled in Jesus Christ,
most Friends dre more concerned with emulating Jesus' life and obeying
his commands than with the theology of salvation.

Sin: Unlike other Christian denominations, Quakers believe that hurmans are

Qugakers,

Worship Practices

Sacraments: Quakers do not practice o ritual baptism but believe that life,
when lived in the example of Jesus Christ, is a sacrament. Similarly, to the

of communion,

Quciker Services

Friends meetings may differ considerably, based on whether the individual

Unprogrammed meetings consist of silent meditation, with expectant
waliting upon the Holy Spirit. Individuals may speak if they feel led. This type
of meditation is one variety of mysticisr. Programmed, or pastoral
meetings can be much like an evangelical Protestant worship service, with
prayer, readings from the Bible, hymns, music, and o sermon. Some
branchas of Quakerism have pastors; others do not.,

Gad's Spirit. Worshippers often sit in a circle or square, so people can see
and be aware of each other, but no single person is raised in stotus above
the others. Early Quakers called their buildings steeple-houses or meeting



relies heavily on personal communion and revelation from God rather than
adherence to a creed and doctrinal beliefs.

To learn more about Quakers beliefs, visit the official Religious Society of
Friends Website.
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