Christ Episcopal Church

Extending the Love and Embrace of Christ

Thanksgiving Day
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2022 • 10:00 a.m.

Welcome Home!
Welcome to worship at Christ Episcopal Church. If this is your first time with us, we invite you to complete a
visitor’s form. Our website provides up to date information about our vibrant church community:
christchurchcolumbia.org. This bulletin contains all you need to join us in worship, everyone is welcome to receive
communion at God’s table, and the clergy are happy to speak with you at any time. We are delighted you’re here welcome home!

THE WORD OF GOD
Jean Langlais

Prelude | Prelude from Ten Pieces
Opening Hymn 290| Come, Ye Thankful People Come
Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest-home:
all is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest-home.
All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown:
first the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear;
grant, O harvest Lord, that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come,
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in the garner evermore.
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St. George’s Windsor

Even so, Lord, quickly come,
to thy final harvest-home;
gather thou thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin;
there, for ever purified,
in thy presence to abide;
come, with all thine angels come,
raise the glorious harvest-home.
Opening Acclamation |
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity |
Celebrant:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria | Read in unison
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day |
Deacon:
People:
Deacon:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the
labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the
provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
People may be seated.
The First Lesson | Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Reader:

A reading from Deuteronomy.

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and
you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you
harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in
office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land
that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us." When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets
it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: "A
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard
our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and
he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me." You shall set it down before the Lord your
God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your
house.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The following Psalm is read responsively by half-verse.

Psalm 100 | Jubilate Deo
Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *
serve the LORD with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The LORD himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the LORD is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
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The Second Lesson | Philippians 4:4-9
Reader:

A Reading from Philippians.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Reader:

People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The People stand as able.

Sequence Hymn 288 | Praise to God, Immortal Praise

Dixt
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The Gospel | John 6:25-35
Deacon:

People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the crowd found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come
here?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs,
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father
has set his seal." Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" Jesus
answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." So they said to
him, "What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are
you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, `He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.'" Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you
the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." They said to him, "Sir, give
us this bread always."
Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty."
Deacon:

People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

Sermon | Michael Looney, Seminarian Associate
The People stand as able.
The Nicene Creed | BCP 358

All:
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We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People |
Heavenly Father, we give thanks and praise on our nation’s day of Thanksgiving, for the many blessings You
have bestowed on us. We at Christ Church live in a country with many flowing streams and bountiful fields.
Even so, we know that every day, many in our country and throughout the world go hungry. We pray for
those whose streams are dry, whose fields are barren, and whose cupboards are empty. Lord, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the generosity of our Christ Church family so that other families may enjoy a Thanksgiving
meal. We praise You for inspiring us to give cheerfully to the Howard County Day Resource Center, to the
Grassroots Center, to the patients of Springfield, to children in Baltimore, Uganda, and Thailand and
everywhere members of our parish help others through giving of time and treasure. Lord, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for Your saving grace and the hope for a better life for all. We lift up the ministries of the
Anglican Church throughout the world and those local ministries of the Diocese of Maryland. We raise in
prayer and in thanksgiving for our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our Maryland Bishops, Eugene and Robert; our
Rector Emmanuel; our Associate Priest, Marcia; our Deacon, Denise; our Seminarian Associate, Mike, and
our Rector Emeritus, Richard. Lord, hear our prayer.
We remember all of who have died from gunfire in this country and from war and other forms of violence
throughout the world. May their souls rest in peace and may their survivors find some comfort. We pray that
world leaders find ways to end the senseless killing. Lord, hear our prayer.
We ask for Your comfort for those who will observe Thanksgiving without their loved one who has died. We
remember Adam Solomon, Alba Hicks & Daniel Berrel, and those you now name and give thanks for the
time we shared with them. We also ask for Your blessing on those who are ill and their caretakers, including
Samuel, Lukas, Shirley, Judith, Tanis, Andy, Cynthia, Neal, Valentin, Kandi, Bradley, Rená, Catherine, Mary
Ann, Caroline, Joan, Gina, Megan, Alfred, Ashley, Alta, Farris, Mildred, Sherry, Nell & Kathleen, and those
you now name. Lord, hear our prayer.
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Lord, You have shared so abundantly with us. In addition to gathering with family and friends for today’s
holiday, we remember birthdays and anniversaries we celebrate this week, including Tolulope, Max, Barnes,
Shawn, Audra, Diane, Dione, & Nell, wedding anniversaries of Chester & Sydneya Dacres, Linda & Ralph
Stewart, and baptismal anniversaries of Kristin, Dione & Jonathan. Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord, You made us to know hunger, in body, mind and spirit. But You also created us to know the goodness
of Your provision. We give thanks for all we have and pray for those who share this world with us. May we
leave today with the inspiration to spread the Good News and to do our part in ending hunger, hatred, and
violence wherever they occur. Amen.
Confession of Sin | BCP 360
Deacon:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace |
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated.
Welcome and Announcements |
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Hymn 705 | As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought

Forest Green
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The people stand as able.
Old 100th

Presentation Hymn | 380, V. 1
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving | Eucharistic Prayer A | BCP 355
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth…
…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

Celebrant:

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All:
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.

All:

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer | BCP 365
Celebrant:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread |
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome at God’s table.
You may receive just the bread if you prefer.
If you wish, you may dip the bread in the wine or drink from the chalice.
If you do not wish to take Communion, you may come forward and cross your arms over your chest to receive a blessing.
If you would like Communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
Consecrated gluten-free wafers are available.
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Communion Hymn 433| We Gather Together

Post-Communion Prayer | BCP 365
Celebrant:

Let us pray.

All:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kremsert

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom |
All:

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Closing Hymn 397 | Now Thank We All Our God

Nun danket alle Gott
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Dismissal |

The Celebrant dismisses the people, who respond:
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude | Introduction – Choral from Suite Gothique, Opus 25

Leon Boellmann

PERMISSIONS | New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer, 1928 and 1979, Church Publishing. Public Domain |
Music and texts under copyright are reprinted and broadcast by permission under OneLicense.net #A-701378

PARISH CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 27 TO DECEMBER 4
Sunday, November 27 – First Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
Eucharist – Old Brick
8:30 – 9:00 am
Breakfast – Great Hall
8:30 – 9:30 am
Coffee Hour – Old Brick
9:00 – 9:30 am
Family Service – New Brick, upper level
9:30 – 10:15 am
Sunday Circle – Old Brick
10:30 am
Eucharist – New Brick, upper level
11:30 am – 12:30 pm Virtual Coffee Hour – Zoom
12:30 – 5:30 pm
Tabernacle of David Church – Old Brick
Monday, November 28
7:00 – 7:30 am
Morning Prayer Livestream
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Centering Prayer – Zoom
Tuesday, November 29 - #GIVINGTUESDAY
7:00 – 7:30 am
Morning Prayer Livestream
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Ho Co Homeschooling Cooperative – New Brick, lower level
11:00 – 12:00 pm
Weekly Staff Meeting – Zoom
12:00 – 1:00 pm
Virtual Coffee Hour – Zoom
12:30 – 2:00 pm
Japanese Play Group – Outside New Brick
Wednesday, November 30
7:00 – 7:30 am
Morning Prayer Livestream
10:00 am
TOPS – Parish Hall, lower level
7:00 – 7:30 pm
Evening Prayer Livestream
8:00 – 9:00 pm
AA Meeting – Parish Hall, lower level
Thursday, December 1
8:00 – 8:30 am
Morning Prayer Livestream
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Ho Co Homeschooling Cooperative – New Brick, lower level
12:00 – 1:00 pm
Virtual Coffee Hour – Zoom
5:30 – 6:30 pm
Bible Study – Old Brick & Zoom
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Advent Compline – Old Brick
7:30 – 8:30 pm
AA Women Only – Parish Hall, lower level
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Boy Scouts – New Brick, lower level
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal – New Brick, upper level
13 | P a g e

Friday, December 2
7:00 – 7:30 am
6:00 – 7:30 pm
6:00 – 10:00 pm
7:00 – 7:30 pm
7:30 – 9:00 pm
8:00 pm – 12:00 am

Morning Prayer Livestream
Taizé Service – Old Brick
Confirmation Retreat – New Brick, lower level
Evening Prayer Livestream
Book Club – Zoom
Tabernacle of David Church – Old Brick

Saturday, December 3
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Confirmation Retreat – New Brick, lower level
8:30 – 11:30 am
Advent Quiet Day – Old Brick
11:00 am – 12:30 pm Alda Hicks Memorial Service – New Brick, upper level
12:30 pm – 2:30 pm Ada Hicks Repast – New Brick, lower level
1:00 – 4:30 pm
Event Rental – New Brick, upper level
2:00 pm
AA Meeting, Parish Hall, lower level
2:30 – 6:00 pm
Event Rental – New Brick, lower level
8:00 – 9 pm
NA Meeting, Parish Hall, lower level
Sunday, December 4 – Bishop Ihloff’s Visit

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To submit announcements for publication,
email to communications@christchurchcolumbia.org by Tuesday evening
Sunday School & Confirmation Classes Resume Next Week
There are no Sunday School or Confirmation classes this weekend, but they will resume on December 4th.
Adult Formation this Sunday
There are no Parenting Group or Bible Study gatherings this weekend, but Sunday Circle will take place in Old Brick
at 9:30 a.m. Join us for Welcome to Advent - Journeying to Bethlehem. We'll discuss Advent practices, traditions, and
resources to help us as we journey through Advent to Christmas and the celebration of the birth of Jesus. We will
explore the history of Advent, Advent wreaths, the meaning of each Sunday in Advent, and Advent resources such
as #AdventWord and Journeying the Way of Love. You can also join us virtually for this gathering; the Zoom link
is HERE, Meeting ID is 847 9910 4117 and the Password is AFSC.
Coffee Hour is Back!
We are looking for Coffee Hour hosts for the 8:30 a.m. (in Old Brick) and the 9:30 a.m. (in New Brick) gatherings.
The sign-up sheet is online and you are welcome to sign up for one, or for both! This is a great opportunity for
fellowship and fun, and a great way to get to know your fellow parishioners. You can work by yourself, in couples, or
with another family. Ministries are also encouraged to sign up. All you need to do is provides snacks (homemade or
store-bought), brew the coffee, stay for the coffee hour, and help tidy up. Training will be provided. Questions? Please
contact the church office at office@christchurchcolumbia.org or 410-381-9365.
(continued)
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Altar Flowers and Gifts
If you would like to present Altar gifts in dedication or celebration of a loved one on an upcoming Sunday, you can
find the details and 2022 sign-up sheet at https://tinyurl.com/CECaltargifts. You can also sign up and reserve a
slot by using our Realm Online Giving Form; just choose "Altar Flowers and Gifts" from the FUND drop-down
menu, and place the dedication name(s) and service date in the MEMO line. Email the church office if you have any
questions – office@christchurchcolumbia.org
Your Church Needs You!
We are in need of more ushers, chalicists, and lectors for both Sunday services. You will serve on rotational schedules
(not every week) and during select events. There are no age requirements or limits, and TRAINING WILL BE
PROVIDED, so please consider helping out!
•
•
•

Ushers: welcome, seat, and direct parishioners during the service
Chalicists (Lay Eucharistic Minister): assist the clergy in the distribution of the Eucharist
Lector (Lay Reader): read aloud to the congregation throughout the year.

Please contact Yetti Lipede at ministry@christchurchcolumbia.org for more information.
Sunday School Help is Very Much Needed!
Sunday school is in need of helpers in our classes. We are so blessed with the many young children in our program! In
order to be in compliance with church regulations, we need at least 2 adults in each class, and they will help supervise
the children and assist the teachers. Please contact Jennifer Atkins (dandjatkins@verizon.net) if you are able to
assist or have any questions.
Pledge for 2023
At Christ Church, we are so blessed to have a community of dedicated parishioners who support our ministry of
faithful service, and we pray that each of you will prayerfully consider your contribution to Christ Church for the
coming calendar year. Our in-gathering service was earlier this month, but you can bring your pledge cards to church
with you at any time. You may also pick up a pledge card in the Narthex, or pledge online (choose "Pledge for 2023"
in the FUND dropdown menu). Thank you very much for your support of our vital common life.
Centering Prayer - Mondays
Bishop Sutton recently led a day-long retreat at Christ Church that focused on Centering Prayer and how it can help
manage life's crises and stresses. Centering Prayer is a unique method of prayer that helps us be present and open to
God, moving us beyond conversation with Christ and towards communion with Him. Everyone is welcome to join
us for this special gathering on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom link is here, Meeting ID is 859 2522 4340 and
Password is Centering!
Christ Church Choir - Thursdays
Adult Choir takes a holiday break this week but resumes next Thursday, December 1st from 7:30-9 p.m. You can
find links to the registration forms for both the Adult and Children's Choirs on our website's Music Ministry
page. Whether you read music or not, whether you have previous experience or not, and whether you are ready to
commit or not, there's a place for you in our choir! If you're interested, please speak with Larissa or email her
at music@christchurchcolumbia.org.
(continued)
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The Jesse Tree - Begins Thursday
The Jesse Tree is a way of telling the story of God’s plan from the beginning of time to redeem His people by sending
a Savior. It follows the lineage of key people in the Old Testament that God uses to tell His story from Creation
through Christ’s birth. It is a daily December countdown to Christmas Day through the telling of a story, and the
creation of an ornament that acts as a symbol and visual reminder. As a family in your home each day, you're invited
to light a candle and read the day's story below. In addition to this, we also provide a daily, printable ornament that
you can decorate and hang on their own Jesse Tree, or they can bring them to church on Sunday and hang them on
our parish Jesse Tree that's in the Narthex. Visit our website at christchurchcolumbia.org/jessetree and feel free
to speak with Mother Marcia if you would like more information.
Advent Quiet Day - Saturday, December 3rd
Advent Quiet Day will take place in Old Brick on Saturday, December 3rd from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon. This time
together helps us to focus and retain our perspective in the weeks leading up to Christmas. We are pleased to have
Reverend Barbara Seras leading our morning retreat; she was ordained at our own Christ Church and served as
Associate Rector with the Rev. James Shields. She is now Priest-in-Charge at St Paul's in Manheim, Pennsylvania, and
serves as a Chaplain to Pensioned Clergy. She is still waiting for her dream to take life - A Place Apart - a faith
community of prayer and study. Please note that we will have COVID-19 precautions in place with required masking
for this gathering. We'll gather in Old Brick prior to beginning for breakfast and conversation, so join us at 8:30 a.m.
We will then have readings, discussions, and times for quiet meditation, and conclude with an informal Eucharist. For
further information contact: Ellen Hoke by calling 301-452-7115 or emailing efboudreau1@gmail.com. We hope
that you'll join us for an enriching time together.
First Wednesday Fellowship - December 7th
Join us for the final FWF gathering of the year, taking place on Wednesday, December 7th. We'll begin at 6 p.m. for
a communal supper of catered Jamaican food, and follow it up with activity time from 7 - 8 p.m. This time, we will
decorate cookies to be delivered with our meal ministry, make holiday cards to send to shut-ins and to those in the
military, and have a white elephant gift exchange! Please bring a wrapped gift - it can be silly, tacky, weird, or fun!
More info will be here in the coming weeks. Join us!
WOCC's News Updates
- WOCC Christmas Luncheon: Our Annual Christmas Luncheon will be held next Sunday, December 4th at 1:00
p.m. at King’s Contrivance Restaurant. It will be wonderful to be able to gather in person again after so long! The
cost will be $45, and includes a 3-course meal, sides, bread, non-alcoholic beverages, and gratuities. You can sign up
now through this Sunday, November 27th, in both Old Brick (at the back) and New Brick (in the Narthex)
or let us know by emailing wocc@christchurchcolumbia.org. You can pay by check, or by using Realm. If by
check, please make it out to Christ Church, with WOCC Christmas Luncheon in the memo line. If you are paying by
Realm, please use the usual Online Giving Form, select "Women of Christ Church" from the FUND dropdown
menu, and write “Christmas Luncheon” in the MEMO line. If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda
Tomlinson.
- Springfield Hospital Christmas Gifts Gathering: We are gathering gifts for our Springfield Hospital friends again
this year. You can bring them with you to the WOCC Christmas Luncheon, where we will have a table set aside for
them. You can also drop them off in or near the Springfield bin in the Tower Room. Their “wish list” is the same as
previous years, and is posted on the bin and on the Luncheon poster in the Narthex. We will need your donations by
Sunday, December 18th. Please do not wrap your gifts, and do not include glass containers, manual razors, or
medications. Thank you for your support of Springfield Hospital!
(continued)
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Diocesan Reparations Fund
At Christ Church, we are raising $10,000 for the Diocesan Reparations Fund as a way to honor the lives of the
enslaved people whose labor helped to build and support Christ Church and as part of our mission to extend the love
and embrace of Christ. We invite each of you to prayerfully make a gift towards the Reparations Fund to help us meet
our goal by Epiphany, January 6, 2023. To date, we have raised $3,700. Checks can be made out to Christ Church
with Reparations Fund in the subject line or you can make a donation through Realm and pick The Diocesan
Reparations Fund as the fund to which you are donating.
Through grants, the Diocesan Reparations Fund infuses money into programs that are building up Black communities
and helping to repair the breach caused by systemic racism in Maryland and in the United States. Six grants were
awarded in the inaugural year of 2022 including a grant to the St. Luke’s Youth Center (STLC) which Christ Church
supports.
From Bishop Sutton’s pastoral letter on reparation, May 2019: For us, “repairing the breach” is not a mandate from
a government or leader, but a mandate from our God to commit to the rebuilding of a relationship between the world
and God, between individuals and communities and to seek a better world for our children… Please join me in
studying the issue of reparations and prayerfully consider how all of us in the Diocese of Maryland – of whatever race,
background, or national origin - can together embark on this journey of repairing the breach we’ve all inherited from
our nation’s past.
Learn more through the Diocesan website, the Trail of Souls: A Journey Toward Truth and Transformation video, and
Bishop Sutton's sermon at General Convention this past summer.
What a Haul! Thanks for Donating 462 Pounds of Thanksgiving Side Dishes for Distribution by the Howard
County Food Bank
Many Howard County households will be enjoying nutritious and festive Thanksgiving dinners, thanks to the
generosity of Christ Church parishioners. We collected 462 pounds of goods such as stuffing mix, gravy, and canned
fruits and vegetables. Thanks to each and every participant!
With your help, the Howard County Food Bank expects to feed about 1,000 people for Thanksgiving and another
1,000 for Christmas by distributing "Holiday Meal Kits." Christ Church partners with the Community Action
Council of Howard County (CAC), which operates the food bank. We further supported CAC with a monetary
donation to make sure the type and amount of protein in its meal kits will match the nutritional needs of each
household.
On Nov. 18, Outreach Commission member Dione Mahoney and her husband, Jim, loaded and delivered the food,
which included some pantry staples at CAC’s request. Our thanks go out to the Mahoneys!
Angel Tree Drive Continues to Fulfill Christmas Wishes of a Dozen Children
We’ve launched our annual effort to brighten Christmas for 12 children ages 10-to-12 to meet a need identified by
the Howard County (Central Maryland) division of The Salvation Army. The nonprofit organization oversees the
Angel Tree initiative here and elsewhere.
The Outreach Commission invites you to purchase new clothing and other wished-for items to complete Christmas
gift “packages” for young angels. Each girl or boy on our list will receive an outfit, consisting of pants and a top.
Besides the clothing, there are three other categories for each angel: Wish, Need, and Educational Item.
(continued)
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Some parishioners prefer to sign up for just one slot, such as the practical (need) category for a single child. Some
parishioners desire to complete the entire “package’ for an angel by signing up in all four categories. Another shopper
might choose the clothing (outfit) category for multiple angels.
To participate, you can simply go online to view the list and make your choices on the Christ Church 2022 Angel
Tree SignUp. It has instructions on next steps. Or, if you prefer an in-person signup, make your choices starting
Sunday, Nov. 27, when the decorated Angel Tree will be on display in the Narthex. You can gaze at tags on the tree,
in keeping with tradition, but the definitive list of the children’s names and needs will be displayed on a nearby easel.
For those in Old Brick, we’ll bring the easel to you.
In both locations, we’ll ask that you use the online form to sign up. Someone will be on hand after worship services
on Sunday, Nov. 27 and Dec. 4 to assist if you wish to log on then. The deadline to bring in your unwrapped Angel
Tree gifts is 2 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9. Please put them under the tree or in the Parish Hall conference room. With
your help, we will lift the hearts not only of the angels but of their families.
If you wish to participate by giving of your time, please volunteer for one of two duties: Sign-up or Fulfillment. The
former is to help people on Nov. 27 and Dec. 4 to log on to a device after services to sign up online. The latter takes
place Dec. 10 when you collate packages or shop for -- but not pay for -- any unmet items. To volunteer, specify Signup or Fulfillment, or both, in an email to outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org.
Columbia Community Care Takes a Holiday Break, Continues a Kids’ Gift Drive
Again this year, Columbia Community Care (CCC) is holding its annual holiday drive to gather gifts and treats for
children from 2 to 12 years old, as described in the CCC Facebook group. CCC is also recruiting volunteers to
help sort Items and help to distribute them at Oakland Mills High School on Sunday, Dec. 11 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or until supplies run out.
For people who prefer a remote option, at least for shopping, CCC posted an Amazon wish list.
For the sake of simplicity, the Outreach Commission is suggesting parishioners buy kids’ books, coloring books, and
arts-and-crafts items, all of which can be obtained at a reasonable cost from multiple retailers. Please drop off new,
unwrapped items by 2 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9.
This is in addition to the typical collection at Christ Church, which consists of diapers, baby wipes, sanitary and
personal care items, and adult diapers. Please put the holiday items along with the usual ones in the yellow bin, marked
“CCC,” inside the Parish Hall.
For those who volunteer or receive goods at CCC’s distribution sites, the organization is taking a Thanksgiving break.
Sites and the shopper pantry will be closed and no home deliveries will be made on Saturday, Nov. 26. All volunteer
slots that day have been canceled. CCC urges would-be volunteers to sign up for another day on its “I Can Help”
site online.
FISH Asks Our Prayers Along with Snacks and Cookies
Our representative from FISH of Howard County has had surgery. Paul Wisniewski is recovering; please pray for
his good health. Pickups have resumed from our yellow bin between Old Brick and the Parish Hall. Please continue
donating cookies, crackers, and snacks to fulfill the shopping lists. Thanks for your contributions to our neighbors in
need.
(continued)
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In general, if you have suggestions about ways to help the community, if you want to get involved, or if you
need assistance, please email Christ Church Outreach at outreach@christchurchcolumbia.org. Your help is
greatly welcomed and appreciated. Thank you.
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#GIVING TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 29th

Giving Tuesday is a global call to radical generosity that invites us to give to a charity of choice. Christ Church is inviting you to be
radically generous with your kind support for our always-growing Music Ministry. With a simple click on our Online Giving Form,
you can select "Music Ministry" from the dropdown menu. Every gesture - no matter what size - will help us deepen and strengthen
our parish and community.
Music is such an important part of our worship experience. It can uplift us, comfort us, and help us to pray and praise God. At
Christ Church, we are blessed to have many musically gifted members who share their time and talents with us. For some services,
though - especially those around Christmas - we hire professional musicians to enhance our services and highlight this special
season. These professionals are paid for their services, taking into consideration their travel time, practice time, instrument upkeep,
and musical training.
When our choir was unable to sing in person together, some of our members were still able to make music together using handbells.
These instruments are beautiful and can add so much to the service. We do not own a set of these instruments currently. In order to
properly play the handbells, we would require folding tables, pads, cleaning cloths, gloves, and, of course, the bells themselves. The
total cost for a 2-octave set of bells (24 bells) is over $8,000. This would be a large purchase, but one that we could enjoy listening to
and playing for many, many years. I have used handbells in other churches before and with people of all ages; children and adults
alike enjoy playing them and can become more involved in music-making during our services.
Please consider a donation to the Christ Church Music Ministry on Giving Tuesday this year and help us continue to make a joyful
noise. And if you have any questions, please reach out to Larissa on Sunday morning at church, or you can email her.

Thank you so much - we are incredibly grateful for your generous and giving spirit.
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Advent at Christ Church is a time of waiting and of watching, of listening and of breathing, and of
focusing on our search for Christ’s love and peace in our lives as we prepare ourselves to celebrate his
birth. This focus encourages us to slow down; Advent challenges the commotion that is commonly found
around the holidays, and helps us stay grounded.
From worship and musical celebrations to communal dinners and holiday get-togethers, Christ Church has
a full schedule of services and gatherings that you can take part in.
View our website's Advent and Christmas page for more information:
https://www.christchurchcolumbia.org/advent-and-christmas
and check our parish calendar for timing details.
A FEW OF OUR UPCOMING GATHERINGS:
November 27: Advent I
November 29: Giving Tuesday
December 1: Advent Compline in Old Brick
December 1: The Jesse Tree begins
December 2: Taizé in Old Brick
December 2: Confirmation Retreat begins
December 3: Advent Quiet Day in Old Brick
December 4: Confirmation Service in New Brick
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WE ARE ALL STEWARDS
OF OUR BELOVED CHRIST CHURCH
Because of your genuine and overwhelming acts of selflessness, kindness, grace, compassion, and love, you continue
to give immensely to support and build our common life at Christ Church. You inject life into Christ Church so that
we may be able to serve the world. It is your giving that has made it possible for us to accomplish some of the work
that God has given us. The truth is that we have been able to minister and serve countless people because of your
faithfulness, and for that, we thank God for each one of you and thank God for what God is doing in your lives.
We also want to thank YOU . Your faithfulness is what makes life happen at Christ Church. Your faithfulness
makes Christ Church stronger. Your faithfulness enables Christ Church to embrace, with courage, the task that God
has for us. We need to remember that Christ Church is completely dependent on this faithfulness.
TEXT GIVING: You can now give securely and conveniently by using your mobile phone! Simply
text CECGIVING to 73256, and you'll receive a secure link to our page where you can set up a one-time or
recurring gift.
ONLINE GIVING: You can also continue to pledge and give to Christ Church online. It's a safe and secure
method of contributing towards your annual pledge or another offering. Whether it's a one-time donation or a
recurring gift, you can go to our overview page for instructions and links. Signing up is fast and easy; if you need
assistance doing so, or if you have any Stewardship-related questions, please contact us
at info@christchurchcolumbia.org

THANK YOU.
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